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MEDIA ADVISORY
September 19, 2022
 
CONTACT
Jackson Peel
Communications Director
House Democratic Office
Jackson.Peel@myfloridahouse.gov
850-717-5297
 

*** Monday, Sept. 19th at 10:00 a.m. ***
House Democratic Leadership Outline Plan to End Gov’s

Migrant Flights
 
Tallahassee, FL – Leader Evan Jenne (D-Hollywood) and Leader-
Designate Fentrice Driskell (D-Tampa) will hold a press conference to discuss
their request for the Legislature, per state statute, to instruct Governor DeSantis to
cease his inappropriate use of taxpayer money to apparently intercept, deceive, and
transport asylum seeking migrants despite the fact that they are hundreds of miles
from Florida. This use of state funds is not what was intended or described in law, nor
was it what was discussed in debate.
 
They are sending a letter (attached) to Speaker Sprowls and Chair Trumbull asking for
the funding mechanism be cut off, per Florida law.
 
This press conference will be live-streamed on The Florida Channel and available
in their archives afterwards.
 
WHAT: Press Conference Discussing Gov’s Migrant Flights
 
WHEN: Monday, Sept. 19th at 10:00 a.m.
 
WHERE: Zoom

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83783614163?
pwd=MGZFbU1kak9Od0FoZUVvLzFMTGp4QT09
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Sept 19, 2022 
 


Dear Speaker Sprowls and Chair Trumbull; 


 
We are formally calling on Speaker Chris Sprowls and Chair Jay Trumbull 


to object to Governor DeSantis and Florida Department of Transportation’s 
unlawful actions this week using the process outlined in Florida law. Florida 
Statutes, Section 216.177(2)(b) empowers the Chair and vice-chair of the 
Legislative Budget Commission, or the Senate President and House Speaker, to 
object to any agency action that exceeds the authority delegated to the executive 
or judicial branches, or is contrary to legislative policy and intent, and provides 
that any member of the House may request that the Speaker initiate the process 
for the objection.  
 


It seems that migrants were taken from Texas, brought to Florida, and then 
sent to Massachusetts for political purposes. It also appears that some of these 
individuals may be Venezuelan political refugees fleeing an oppressive regime 
who are not unlawfully present in the United States. While we can discuss what 
Section 185 was actually intended to do, it is crystal clear that it was not intended 
to use state funds to transport migrants into the state solely so they could be 
deported to Massachusetts. This act is clearly contrary to the policy as written in 
the budget.  


 
The assertion that these people might have wanted to come to Florida is 


not a sufficient reason to intercept, deceive, and transport asylum seekers two 
thousand miles. This case has caused national attention and outrage, and quite 
possibly opened Florida to costly lawsuits. Also, the Governor has stated that he 
intends to “spend every penny” of the $12 million available to him from this 
program. Because of that, we ask you act to stop this inappropriate use of 
taxpayer dollars before it occurs again. 
 


Legislative restrictions in the budget are the law. Section 185 was clear in 
what it authorized and it has been exceeded.  Speaker Sprowls and Chair 
Trumbull must object.  



http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=216.177&URL=0200-0299/0216/Sections/0216.177.html





 


 


 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. We must act to limit 


the damage done to desperate people, and to the reputation of the great state of 
Florida.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 


 
  
 
Evan Jenne 
Florida State Representative 
District 99 
House Democratic Caucus Leader 
 
 
 


 
 
Fentrice Driskell 
Florida State Representative 
District 63 
House Democratic Caucus Leader 
Designate 


 
 
 






