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Representative Morales Calls on Governor DeSantis to Use
Emergency Powers
for More Vaccinators and to Open 24-Hour COVID-19
Vaccination Sites

ORLANDO, Fla. — With President Biden’s recent announcement to have every
adult vaccinated by the end of May, Representative Daisy Morales (D-Orlando)
sent Governor Ron DeSantis a letter Friday calling for him to invoke his
emergency powers to ease regulations for a wider range of health care workers to put
more COVID-19 vaccines in arms more quickly in order to win the war against this
deadly virus. She also doubled down on her push for activating two 24-hour COVID-
19 mass vaccination sites in District 48. (See attached letter.)

Her letter reads, in part:
“I'm...requesting that you invoke your emergency powers to exponentially increase
our number of vaccinators putting shots in arms.”

Rep. Morales pointed to other states that have activated a wide range of health care
workers to more quickly distribute the vaccine, including dentists, midwives,
podiatrists, and medical and nursing students. “Through their emergency orders,
other states have authorized several other medical personnel, for whom vaccination is
not within their scope of work, to immunize their people more quickly with the
necessary completed training...”

She also pushed for a specific health care role. “I strongly call for our state to
authorize phlebotomists to vaccinate. They're already in this war, using syringes
onsite to draw blood samples to test for COVID-19 antibodies. Why not have them
administer the vaccine as well?”

In her push to activate the two 24-hour vaccination sites in District 48, Rep.
Morales presented Florida’s stark COVID-19 statistics: “...while over 3.2 million
residents have received a vaccine according to the Department of Health, we're still
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March 11, 2021

Honorable Ron DeSantis
Governor

State of Florida

The Capitol

400 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0001

Dear Governor DeSantis:

Florida must remain proactive and flexible as we enter a new phase of the vaccination effort with increasing
supply from the federal government. The federal vaccine program aims to vaccinate every adult in the nation by
the end of May, which will skyrocket the demand for vaccinators in Florida. To get ahead of that, I'm respectfully
calling on you to invoke your emergency powers for an even more aggressive vaccination strategy during this
war against the coronavirus: more vaccinators, and a pilot 24-hour vaccination site program.

COVID-19 is still ciaiming many lives every day in our state, and while over 3.2 miilion residents have received
a vaccine according to the Department of Health, we’re still behind in the battle, having lost roughly 32,000 of
our neighbors, colleagues, and loved ones since the pandemic began. Furthermore, Florida currently leads the
nation in COVID-19 variants—roughly 600 cases, according to the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases.

[ respectfully reiterate my request for a 24-hour vaccination site for our state, and again, we have two ready sites
here in District 48 in Orlando for the pilot program: one at a former AT&T switching center located at 1501 S.
Semoran Boulevard and a vacant lot and 24-hour pop-up site at 5425 S. Semoran Boulevard, a long-standing
medical hub in the underserved community that offers practically every health service except the COVID-19
vaccine (referenced in my February 23, 2021 letter).
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I"m also requesting that you invoke your emergency powers to exponentially increase our number of vaccinators
putting shots in arms. This would not only vaccinate more residents more quickly, but it would ease the overall
burden on our medical system. With the additional help, health care workers with more advanced training
(doctors, nurse practitioners, etc.) can remain at or return to their respective hospitals, pharmacies and health
practices to address urgent non-COVID-19-related health needs. The medical professionals currently allowed to
vaccinate in Florida include physicians, advance practice registered nurses and licensed pharmacists.

I strongly call for our state to authorize phlebotomists to vaccinate. They’re already in this war, using syringes
onsite to draw blood samples to test for COVID-19 antibodies. Why not have them administer the vaccine as

well?

Through their emergency orders, other states have authorized several other medical personnel, for whom
vaccination is not within their scope of work, to immunize their people more quickly with the necessary completed
training:

o midwives

» dentists and dental technicians

» medical assistants

e medical and nursing students

e podiatrists

There’s always strength in numbers, and with roughly 22 million residents, we need all the numbers we can train
to put as many shots in arms as possible. We’re at just over 10% vaccinated now, and [ know you’re eager to get
things back to normal quickly—more Floridians back at work, even more kids back in school, more people back
at the attractions (Walt Disney, Universal, SeaWorld, International Drive) and hotels, more people traveling
through Orlando International Airport, and more people enjoying venues and restaurants freely.

The sooner we beef up the number of vaccinators, especially paired with District 48°s 24-hour vaccination sites,
the sooner we can defeat the COVID-19 pandemic and see Florida’s long-awaited economic resurgence.

Thanks for your time. Let’s make this happen.

Sincerely,
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Representative Daisy Morales
Florida House District 48
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behind in the battle, having lost roughly 32,000...since the pandemic began.
Furthermore, Florida currently leads the nation in COVID-19 variants—roughly 600
cases, according to the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.”

Rep. Morales firmly believes overnight vaccinations will be a game changer in the
war against the COVID-19 pandemic, and the two 24-hour vaccination sites would
easily create that advantage.

Rep. Morales wrote:

“l respectfully reiterate my request for a 24-hour vaccination site for our state, and
again, we have two ready sites here in District 48 in Orlando for the pilot program:
one at a former AT&T switching center located at 1501 S. Semoran Boulevard and
a vacant lot and 24-hour pop-up site at 5425 S. Semoran Boulevard, a long-
standing medical hub in the underserved community that offers practically every
health service except the COVID-19 vaccine (referenced in my February 23, 2021
letter).”

“This is about saving lives. We need an all-hands-on-deck approach,” said Rep.

Morales. “And I'm dedicated to ensuring Floridians get this life-saving vaccine as
quickly as possible.”

Hi#H



