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Rep. Smith Urges Hospitals to Issue Remaining First Dose
COVID Vaccines to Those 'Extremely Vulnerable' Under 65

Tallahassee, FL  - Today, Representative Carlos Guillermo Smith (D-
Orlando) sent a letter to hospital administrators, urging them to quickly establish
public criteria for how people 'extremely vulnerable’ to COVID-19 under 65 could be
eligible for vaccinations through their networks. Hospitals are currently the only
entity currently authorized in Florida to do this according to Governor DeSantis's
Executive Order issued December 23rd, 2020.

The full text of the letter was posted on Twitter and Facebook, as well as attached here
as a PDF.
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Florida House of Representatives 
Representative Carlos Guillermo Smith 


District 49 


 
January 26th, 2021 


 


Dear Hospital Administrators, 


 


Efficient and effective vaccine distribution plans are crucial in Florida’s fight against COVID-19. As 


you know, Executive Order #20-315 from Governor DeSantis authorizes hospital providers to 


“vaccinate persons who they deem to be extremely vulnerable to COVID-19”. Currently, hospitals are 


primarily vaccinating persons aged 65 and older, leaving too many younger individuals with 


comorbidities unvaccinated.  


While Florida’s vaccination strategy is subject to change based on fluctuating supply levels, it has been 


widely reported that county health departments and partnering retail locations will receive most of 


the state’s vaccine allocations to inoculate those 65+ in the near future . What ​has not​ changed is that 
1


hospital providers are still the ​only​ entity in the state currently authorized to vaccinate vulnerable 


populations under 65 with co-morbidities.  ​That’s why as a member of the House Pandemics 


and Public Emergencies Committee, I’m urging hospitals to ​quickly establish public 


criteria for how those ‘extremely vulnerable’ to COVID-19 who are under the age of 65 


can be eligible for vaccination through your network.  


1 “​As South Florida hospitals cancel vaccines, is the state shifting distribution plans?​” Miami Herald. January 21, 2021. 
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/coronavirus/article248660720.html  
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While the state has not made information readily available to the public on exactly how much 


remaining first dose supply of the coronavirus vaccine is still on hand in our hospitals, bold action can 


still be taken to save additional lives. 


By reserving any currently remaining or available first dose supply for those high risk 


individuals under 65 who desperately need the vaccine, hospitals would be following 


the intent of the Governor’s Executive Order while doing their part to ensure as many 


individuals as possible from within this vulnerable population are not left behind. ​This 


may include but not be limited to additional front-line essential staff such as school district 


employees, first responders and grocery store workers approaching 65 with co-morbidities who are 


also uniquely vulnerable to the coronavirus.  


Thank you for all you have done to protect the health and safety of our state during this public health 


crisis and for your consideration in this matter.  


 


In equality, 


 


Representative Carlos Guillermo Smith 


Florida House of Representatives, District 49 


CC:  AdventHealth; Ascension Health; Baptist Health; Baptist Health South Florida; Baptist HealthCare Hospitals; 
BayCare Hospitals; Bayfront Health; Broward Health; Calhoun-Liberty Hospital; Cleveland Clinic Hospitals; 
Curahealth; DeSoto Memorial Hospital; Doctors Memorial Hospital; Ed Fraser Memorial Hospital; Encompass Health; 
Halifax Health; HCA HealthCare Hospitals; Health First Hospitals; Hendry Regional Medical Center; Holy Cross 
Health; Jackson Health Systems; Johns Hopkins All Children's Hospital; Jupiter Medical Center; Kindred Hospitals; 
Lakeland Regional Health; Lakeside Medical Center; Larkin Community Hospitals; Lee Health; Lehigh Regional 
Medical Center; Lifestream Behavioral; Lower Keys Medical Center; Madison County Memorial Hospital; Mayo 
Clinic; Moffitt Cancer Center; Mount Sinai Medical Center; NCH HealthCare; Nemours Pediatric Health System; 
North Okaloosa Medical Center; Northwest Florida Community Hospital; Oak Hill Hospital; Orlando Health; PAM 
Specialty Hospital; Park Royal Hospital; Parrish Healthcare; Physicians Regional Healthcare System; Santa Rosa 
Medical Center; Sarasota Memorial Hospital; Select Specialty Hospitals; South Florida Evaluation and Treatment 
Center; South Florida State Hospital; Springbrook Hospital; Steward Health Care Hospitals; Tallahassee Memorial 
Hospital; Tenet Health Hospitals; UF Health; Universal Health Services, Inc. Hospitals; University of Miami; Weems 
Memorial Hospital; West Gables Rehabilitation Hospital; Westchester General Hospital 
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