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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 11, 2021

CONTACT
Earl Jones
Office of Representative Tracie Davis

Earl.Jones@myfloridahouse.gov
(904) 673-4192

Representative Tracie Davis Issues Statement on Reports of
Unauthorized Vaccinations

Jacksonville, FL — Representative Tracie Davis (D-Jacksonville) has sent
letters to the Governor and Speaker of the House following multiple reports that
several south Florida hospitals and long-term care facilities have explicitly extended
invitations to financial donors or members of boards of directors to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine possibly ahead of the public.

These facilities include the Jackson Health System, Mount Sinai Medical Center,
Baptist Health hospital systems, and the MorseLife Health System long-term care
facility in West Palm Beach. It has also been reported the Hernando County health
department selected Wellington at Seven Hills, an upscale-gated community, as a
COVID-19 vaccine dispensation point.

Representative Davis issued the following statement:

“It is unclear why these individuals were prioritized for vaccination and we need this
clarified. Due to the limited supply of COVID-19 vaccinations currently available, the
State has prioritized vaccinations for long-term care facilities’ residents and staff,
individuals 65 years of age or older, essential frontline workers, and those most
vulnerable to COVID-19 and its related complications. Now is not the time for the
connected to cut the line ahead of those in need. We must be sure that these facilities
are doing the right thing and abiding by the plan.”
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Florida House of Representatives

Representative Tracie Davis

District 13
District Office: Tallahassee Office:
Suite 402 406 House Office Building
101 East Union Street 402 South Monroe Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202-3065 Tallahassee, FL 32399
(904) 353-2180 (850) 717-5013

(904) 353-2182 (fax)
Tracie.Davis@myfloridahouse.gov

January 8, 2021

The Honorable Ron DeSantis
Governor

Office of Governor Ron DeSantis
400 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Dear Governor DeSantis:

As you are aware, distressing allegations have recently come to light concerning distribution of COVID-19
vaccinations to well-connected elites and influential donors who have been able to skip the line while hundreds
of thousands of at-risk Floridians wait. As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to threaten the health, welfare,
and lives of thousands of Floridians each day, it is unclear why these individuals were prioritized for
vaccination before more vulnerable, high risk populations. Due to the limited supply of COVID-19 vaccinations
currently available to Floridians, the State must prioritize vaccinations for long-term care facilities’ residents
and staff, individuals 65 years of age or older, essential frontline workers, and those most vulnerable to COVID-
19 and related complications.

Recent news reports have disclosed that several south Florida hospital and long-term care facility systems,
including the Jackson Health, Mount Sinai Medical Center, and Baptist Health hospital systems and the
MorseLife Health System long-term care facility in West Palm Beach, have explicitly extended invitations to
financial donors or members of boards of directors to offer them the COVID-19 vaccine ahead of the general
public. Moreover, the Hernando County health department selected Wellington at Seven Hills, an upscale gated
community, as a point to dispense COVID-19 vaccines. As this news continues to break, we have no idea of
the extent to which this outrageous conduct is occurring. As county health department phone lines and
appointment systems crash due to the extraordinarily high demand for this vaccine, and thousands of elderly
Floridians camp out in lines overnight to receive it, it is unacceptable that any health care system or county
health department go out of its way to inoculate wealthy and socially-connected individuals before high risk

populations. :

These developments raise pressing questions which must be answered immediately. Why were certain facilities
and individuals given access to this vaccine outside of CDC or state guidance? How widespread is this





practice? What can be done to ensure that the first to receive COVID-19 vaccines in Florida are those
individuals that need it most?

To address these issues, I am requesting that you take executive action, through executive order or any other
appropriate means, to provide guidance or direct the state and/or county health departments to issue guidance
that will: (1) prioritize high-risk populations and underserved communities for COVID-19 vaccination, (2)
prohibit any attempt to offer COVID-19 vaccines to, or reserve them for, specific individuals based on the
individual’s wealth, social status, or financial contributions to, or personal relationship with, a vaccine
administrator or its affiliates, and (3) provide instruction on how vaccine administrators or vaccine sites should
administer, transfer, or return any excess COVID-19 vaccine doses possessed.

Respectfully,

State Representative
District 13

Cc:
Hon. Chris Sprowls, Speaker, Florida House of Representatives
Rep. Erin Grall, Chair, Public Integrity & Elections Committee, Florida House of Representatives
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January 8, 2021

Hon. Chris Sprowls, Speaker of the House
The Florida House of Representatives
420, The Capitol

402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Dear Mr. Speaker,

I write today to request that the Public Integrity & Elections Committee be convened pursuant to the House
Rules and Article III, Section 5 of the Florida Constitution, to investigate the distressing allegations concerning
distribution of COVID-19 vaccinations to well-connected elites and influential donors who have been able to
skip the line while hundreds of thousands of at-risk Floridians wait. As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
threaten the health, welfare, and lives of thousands of Floridians each day, it is unclear why these individuals
were prioritized for vaccination before more vulnerable, high risk populations. Due to the limited supply of
COVID-19 vaccinations currently available to Floridians, the State must prioritize vaccinations for long-term
care facilities’ residents and staff, individuals 65 years of age or older, essential frontline workers, and those
most vulnerable to COVID-19 and related complications.

Recent news reports have disclosed that several south Florida hospital and long-term care facility systems,
including the Jackson Health, Mount Sinai Medical Center, and Baptist Health hospital systems and the
MorseLife Health System long-term care facility in West Palm Beach, have explicitly extended invitations to
financial donors or members of boards of directors to offer them the COVID-19 vaccine ahead of the general
public. Moreover, the Hernando County health department selected Wellington at Seven Hills, an upscale gated
community, as a point to dispense COVID-19 vaccines. As this news continues to break, we have no idea of
the extent to which this outrageous conduct is occurring. As county health department phone lines and
appointment systems crash due to the extraordinarily high demand for this vaccine, and thousands of elderly
Floridians camp out in lines overnight to receive it, it is unacceptable that any health care facility or county
health department go out of its way to inoculate wealthy and socially-connected individuals before high risk

populations.





These developments raise pressing questions which must be answered immediately. Why were certain facilities
and individuals given access to this vaccine outside of CDC and/or state guidance? How widespread is this
practice? Does this practice violate any existing state or federal laws, and if not, do we require legislation to
address this outrage?

To answer these questions, the House must exercise its constitutional oversight prerogative. I ask you to
convene the Public Integrity & Elections Committee at the earliest opportunity to find out what happened and
advise the Legislature on a path forward. The health and safety of our citizens and the public trust in state and
local government during this pandemic demand nothing less.

State Representative
District 13

Ce:
Rep. Erin Grall, Chair, Public Integrity & Elections Committee, Florida House of Representatives






