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*** MEDIA ADVISORY for Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.***

Representative Geraldine Thompson to Host Opioid Epidemic
Virtual Forum

Orlando, FL — On Tuesday, January 12, 2021 from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm,
Representative Geraldine Thompson (D-Windermere) will host an Opioid
Epidemic Virtual Forum with featured speakers. This event will also provide
attendees with resources to manage stress brought on by the pandemic.

Event is free but participants are encouraged to register.
“Many people are in distress and suffering from anxiety due to COVID-19. Opioid use

and overdoses have gone up. House District 44 will present COPING in response to
the opioid epidemic,” stated Representative Thompson.

WHO: Representative Geraldine Thompson
Dr. Aaron A. Wohl, MD, FACEP
Dr. Kendall Cortelou-Ward, PhD
Andrae Bailey

WHAT: Virtual Forum on the Opioid Epidemic

WHEN: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

WHERE: Registration Link: http://opiocidepidemicforum.rsvpify.com
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Dr. Aaron A Wohl, MD, FACEP, specializes in emergency
medicine in Fort Myers, FL.

He is a member of the Florida Society of Addition Medicine,
serves on the board of directors for the Florida College of
Emergency Physicians, and is a practicing emergency
medicine physician with the Veterans Administration
Hospital in Orlando. He is also opening his own Medication &
Assisted Treatment Clinic with Elite DNA in Fort Myers, Fl. Dr. Wohl is also an adjunct
instructor at the University of Central Florida.

Over the last four years, Dr. Wohl has helped to craft local and state legislation regarding the
opioid crisis. In 2015 Dr. Wohl spearhead a naloxone distribution program from his EDs and in
2018, Wohl initiated a Buprenorphine induction protocol from the emergency departments at Lee
Health. Dr. Wohl now travels the state to educate other providers and community leaders on the
rational prescribing for acute pain, alternative therapies to opioids (ALTO), harm reduction
strategies, and medication assisted therapy (MAT) induction for opioid use disorder patients.

Kendall Cortelyou-Ward, PhD is the Director of Data, Analytics, and Strategy for Project
Opioid. She is also an Associate Professor and Program Director of the Healthcare Informatics
Master’s Program in the Department of Health Management and Informatics at the University of
Central Florida (UCF).

She teaches health informatics and information systems courses to graduate and undergraduate
students and conducts research in these areas. Dr. Cortelyou-Ward has over 15 years of
professional and academic experience in healthcare management and informatics, including
serving as the Workforce Director for the UCF Regional Extension Center and as a Research
Analyst for the HIMSS Value Suite project. Some previous projects include an evaluation of the
use of mobile apps to improve patient outcomes and determination of financial impact of
hospitals on the local community.

Her current research interests include efficacy of medication-assisted treatment, patient
engagement, opioid use disorder, mixed methods research and the value of health information
technology. Dr. Cortelyou-Ward holds a PhD in public affairs with a specialization in health
management research and a master’s in health administration from the University of Central
Florida. She earned her Bachelor of Science in human resources from the University of Florida.

Andrae Bailey is founder and president of Change Everything, an organization committed to
creating catalytic transformation for society’s most impactful and seemingly unsolvable
problems. His work focuses on solving important issues like poverty and homelessness, bringing
together leaders to find solutions that combine compassion with common sense. Andrae is also
the founder of Rethinking Homelessness, a national initiative modeled after the work Bailey did
for the cause in Central Florida. Recently, Bailey launched Project Opioid, a new business-led
collaboration on the regional opioid crisis. In 2015, Andrae Bailey was named Orlando
Sentinel’s Central Floridian of the Year. Andrae is the founder of Project Opioid, a regional





initiative in Orange, Osceola, and Seminole Counties seeking to create a “new frontline” on the
opioid crisis by utilizing community, business and faith leaders from around Central Florida to
make institutional change through new policies and legislation and to de-stigmatize Opioid Use
Disorder (OUD). More than 300 leaders from the public and private sectors of Central Florida
convened in January of 2019 to launch an initiative designed to address the regional opioid crisis.
By using business and faith leaders, Project Opioid will make a lasting and impactful change
within our community and save the lives of those forever changed by these powerful drugs






Forum: https://myfloridahouse.webex.com/myfloridahouse/j.php?
MT ID=medfac2ff6b226e5c12b772ee1617d252

* Additional details about featured speakers attached to this email.
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