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Florida House Democratic Leader-Designate Fentrice Driskell Meets with

Vice President Kamala Harris on Abortion Rights
 

Washington, D.C. — Today, Florida House Democratic Leader-Designate
Fentrice Driskell (D-Tampa) met with Vice President Kamala Harris and other
state legislators at the White House in Washington to discuss the future of abortion rights
in Florida and across the nation.
 
“It is so important that all Americans pay attention to what is happening in Florida. Because
extremist politicians like Governor Ron DeSantis are on the march not just in Florida, but
across the country, and they will not stop until they have fundamentally remade our society
into one where women and their families have no choice at all. I am so glad the Biden-
Harris Administration recognizes the need for solidarity and coordination in this fight, and
I look forward to continuing our partnership,” said Leader-Designate Driskell.
 
Leader-Designate Driskell is available for interviews about her meeting with Vice
President Harris. To reach Leader-Designate Driskell for an interview, email
lucile.malone@myfloridahouse.gov.
 

###
 

Enclosure: Transcript of remarks and headshot.
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Remarks of Leader Fentrice D. Driskell


On


July 8, 2022


The White House, Washington, D.C.


As Prepared for Delivery


Thank you, Madam Vice President, for inviting me here today. It is an honor.


I want to thank the Biden-Harris administration for taking action today and for
remaining committed to finding additional solutions.


I come to Washington today from my home state of Florida – a state that I love. I
am so proud to be serving Floridians as the first Black woman elected to lead the
House Democratic Caucus.


But I am here today with a heavy heart for Floridians.


Governor DeSantis has already signed an abortion ban into law; a law that makes
no exceptions for rape, incest, or life endangerment after 15 weeks. Now, his allies
are already looking forward to calling a special meeting of the Florida Legislature
dedicated to ensuring total bans on abortion in Florida. And their way has been
cleared by the Supreme Court of the United States.


As we brace for that onslaught, I am thinking specifically of women of color, poor
women, and disabled women who will be disproportionately affected by these
harsh laws. I am thinking specifically of the story of a ten-year-old abuse victim
from Ohio and of testimony the Florida Legislature heard about an 11-year-old
abuse victim that no one knew was pregnant until after 15 weeks.







Remarks of Leader Fentrice D. Driskell – AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY – July 8, 2022


These are true stories of children who were raped and both of them would be
denied care in Florida today under the laws created by extremist politicians who
are sheltering under the activism of the U.S. Supreme Court.


The Supreme Court and these extremist politicians have already overturned nearly
50 years of constitutional precedent to push their agenda.


We have to say out loud what it is that these extremists want
 — government-mandated pregnancies — and we have to use every legal, political,
and communal tool we have to fight back.


It is so important that the White House and that all of America pay attention to
what is happening in Florida. We are a microcosm of our country and, I believe,
the best indicator of what we can expect from Republicans in 2022 and 2024. I’m
doing everything I can to lead Florida’s efforts in the fight for our freedom to be
healthy, prosperous, and safe. But it is imperative that Congress act to restore
reproductive freedom.


America’s soul is rooted in freedom. You may try to take away our freedom. You
may try to silence our voices. But the one thing you will never do, is break our
souls.


I am so glad that the Biden-Harris Administration recognizes the need for
solidarity and coordination in this fight, and I look forward to our discussion today.






