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Affiant further says that the said News-Press is a paper of general
circulation daily in Lee. Charlotte, Collier, Glades and Hendry
Counties and published at Fort Myers, in said Lee County, Florida,
and that the said newspaper has heretofore been continuously
published in said Lee County, Florida each day and has been entered
as periodicals matter at the post office in Fort Myers. in said Lee
County. Florida, for a period of one year next preceding the first
publication of the attached copy of advertisement; and affiant further
says that he or she has never paid nor promised any person, firm or
corporation any discount, rebate. commission or refund for the
purpose of securing this advertisement for publication in the said
newspaper.
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NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Notice is hereby given of intention to apply to the 2024 Regular Legislative Session or subsequent session held in 2024 (or after) of the State of Florida Legislature for passage of a bill to provide relief
to Patricia |. Ermini for injuries and damages sustained by Patricia |. Ermini arising out of a lawsuit from a wellness check that occurred on March 23, 2012, in Lee County, Florida and involving the Lee
County Sheriff's Department as a result of the negligence of its employees, Richard Lisenbee and Robert Hamer and providing an effective date. The name of the claimant is Patricia I. Ermini. The total
amount of the claim sought through the claims bill process is $626,769.93 (Six hundred twenty-six thousand, seven hundred sixty-nine dollars and ninety-three cents). Counsel for Plaintiff is COLLEEN
J. MacALISTER, ESQ., Florida Bar Number 0804711, LAW OFFICES OF COLLEEN J. MacALISTER, PA., 5061 Napoli Drive, Naples, Florida 34103.

A bill to be entitled

An act for the relief of Patricia Ermini by the Lee County Sheriff's Office; providing for an appropriation to compensate her for injuries sustained as a result of the negligence of the Lee County Sheriff's
Office; providing a limitation on the payment of attorney fees; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, on the evening of March 23, 2012, 71-year-old Patricia Ermini spoke on the telephone with her daughter, Robin Lacasse, who found that her mother was extremely upset in the
wake of her contentious and expensive divorce after a brief marriage, and
WHEREAS, Ms. Lacasse suggested to her mother that she hang up, take some time to calm down, and, afterward, call her back, which her mother did; however, Ms. Lacasse missed her mother's call,
and

WHEREAS, when Ms. Ermini failed to reach her daughter, she went to bed in her bedroom, which was being cooled by a window unit air conditioner, and

WHEREAS, over the course of half an hour, Ms. Lacasse repeatedly tried to return her mother’s call and, when her mother did not answer, called the Lee County Sheriff's Office (LCSQ) to
request that a well-being check be conducted to determine whether her mother was safe, and

WHEREAS, shortly before 9 p.m., LCSO dispatch relayed the call for a well-being check to Deputy Charlene Palmese, with Deputies Richard Lisenbee and Robert Hamer also responding to
the call, conveying the following information to the deputies: Ms. Ermini's name and age; that the request for a well-being check had been initiated by Ms. Ermini's daughter, who did not reside in Lee
County and was afraid for her mother’s life; that Ms. Ermini was in the middle of a difficult divorce; that Ms. Ermini had told her daughter that she “couldn't take it anymore”; that Ms. Ermini's daughter
was worried that Ms. Ermini might commit suicide; that Ms. Ermini had never threatened suicide before; that Ms. Ermini did not suffer from mental iliness; and that Ms. Ermini had a gun and might have
been drinking, and

WHEREAS, at the time of the call, Deputy Lisenbee was on probation and undergoing remedial training, in part because of his demonstrated inability to control scenes or suspects through
verbal commands, and he later told investigators that he could not recall receiving training in the conduct of well-being checks, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Paimese had completed her field training only a few days prior to the call, during which she received instruction on how to respond to a well-being check, but she later told
investigators that she could not recall whether, at the time of the call, she had ever actually participated in a well-being check, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer had been to many suicide threat calls, and he made it a practice to carry his rifle when it was known that a firearm was present on the premises where the subject
of the call was located, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenbee, who was the first to arrive at Ms. Ermini's home in response to the call, observed that there were no lights on in the hame when he arrived and, after a brief exterior
check, went to the front door, where he secured a screen door in the open position, knocked on the door, and announced, “Sheriff's Office,” to no response, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenbee determined that the front door was unlocked, opened the door, and again said, “Sheriff's Office,” followed by “Anyone here? Anyone home?” to no response, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Palmese was second to arrive, followed by Deputy Hamer, who, like the other deputies, parked out of view from inside the residence, and

dWHEREAS. Deputy Hamer retrieved from the trunk of his vehicle his AR-15 rifle, which was equipped with a flashlight and a sighting device that allowed him to find his target more quickly and

easily, an

WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer determined that the three deputies, all of whom were wearing dark green uniforms, should go into the residence to clear the house, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer activated the flashlight on his rifle and Deputy Lisenbee announced “Sheriff's Office” once or twice more before they entered the home, after which they proceeded
to move about the dark residence in silence as they cleared the living room, finally arriving at the master bedroom, which had double doors, both of which were closed, and

WHEREAS, without knocking or further announcing their presence, Deputy Lisenbee opened the right-hand bedroom door and shined his flashlight on a female, who appeared to be asleep
on the bed wearing only undergarments, and

WHEREAS, after Deputy Lisenbee entered the bedroom doorway, he announced, “Sheriff's Office. Are you okay?” to which the woman responded, “Who's there? Who's there?” and

WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenbee said, “Sheriff's Office. We're here to make sure you're okay. Are you okay?" and

WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenbee said that, although the woman may have sounded frightened, he did not temper his tone, nor did he ever shine his flashlight on himself to allow Ms. Ermini to see
that he was, in fact, a uniformed officer, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer said he heard Ms. Ermini say, “What are you doing here? | have a gun,” and

WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer later acknowledged that he didn't know whether Ms, Ermini had heard or understood Deputy Lisenbee, yet nonetheless, he turned off the flashlight on his gun, “took
the point,” and stepped in front of Deputy Lisenbee because, he said, he had mare weaponry, was the senior officer on scene, and had significantly more gun range time, and

WHEREAS, terrified, Ms. Ermini told the person at the doorway, whom she perceived as an intruder, 1o get out of her house “because (she had) a gun” and, with that, jumped up from the bed
and hid behind the still-closed left-hand bedroom door, and

WHEREAS, it remains unclear whether Ms. Ermini grabbed her gun as she ran to shelter behind the door, and

WHEREAS, as Ms. Ermini tried to look around the bedroom door, she was shot multiple times, with Deputy Hamer firing seven rounds from his rifle through the closed bedroom door, and

WHEREAS, according to the chief crime scene investigator, a bullet fired through the middle of the door struck Ms. Ermini in her left leg, shattering her femur and causing her to fall backward
onto the floor; anaother bullet hit her in the upper right arm, leaving a portion of her upper arm missing; and a third bullet caused a graze wound across the back of her head, and

WHEREAS, a wood splinter from the door lodged in her right eye, temporarily blinding her in that eye, and

WHEREAS, it was less than two minutes from the time of entry until Ms. Ermini was shot multiple times and fell to the floor, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer notified dispatch of the shooting and continued to sweep the bedroom before finally delivering first aid to Ms. Ermini, whom he handcuffed because she was still
alive and therefore posed a continuing threat to the deputies, and

WHEREAS, Lee County Emergency Medical Services (EMS) was dispatched at the same time as the officers and were waiting just two blocks away, which likely saved Ms. Ermini's life, and

WHEREAS, when the lead paramedic for EMS arrived, he determined that Ms. Ermini had life-threatening injuries to the front and back of her left leg and to the front and back of her right arm,
and a laceration to the back of her head just above the neckline, and

EREAS, Ms. Ermini repeatedly asked the paramedic why she had been shot, who the intruders were, and why they were in her home, and

WHEREAS, Ms, Ermini's most grievous injury was the shattered femur in her left leg, and moving her caused her significant blood loss and excruciating pain, and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini was taken to Lee Memorial Hospital in critical condition and later admitted to the intensive care unit, and

WHEREAS, in addition to the gunshot wounds, Ms. Ermini had numerous wounds on her face from the wood splinters from the bedroom door, and

WHEREAS, an LCSO lieutenant who followed the ambulance to the hospital initially refused the emergency room doctor’s request to remove the handcuffs from Ms. Ermini; emergency room
staff were told that Ms. Ermini “tried to kill a cop™ and Ms. Ermini’s family members were denied visitation, and

WHEREAS, doctors were able to save Ms. Ermini's eye with surgery, but her vision has deteriorated since the incident, and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini required multiple surgeries to repair her femur and address her wounds, including multiple skin grafts on her shoulder, and

WHEREAS, after discharge, she suffered a severe septic infection that caused her tremendous pain, and the pain medications she was prescribed induced debilitating paranoia, and

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2012, Sheriff Mike Scott told the news media that Ms. Ermini shot at deputies who had responded to a well-being check and that they returned fire, which directly
contradicts Deputy Hamer's statement, in which he indicated that he shot first, and

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2012, Ms. Ermini was arrested in the intensive care unit on two counts of aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer, which the state attorney declined to
prosecute, and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini was an emergency room nurse in South Florida for many years and had worked hand-in-hand with law enforcement officers, no evidence was ever produced that she
had any animus toward law enforcement officers, and it is still disputed that Ms. Ermini's weapon was discharged during the encounter, and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini remained hospitalized for about 30 days and has never fully recovered from her injuries, and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini continues to suffer from acute pain and fatigue and limited range of motion due to the gunshot wound to her upper arm, which impairs her ability to accomplish many
of the activities of daily living, and she suffers from debilitating posttraumatic stress disorder, and

WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini was forced to sell her home because she cannot afford in-home assistance, and

WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenbee and Deputy Hamer were terminated by the LCSO shortly after the incident, the latter for “conduct unbecoming,” and

WHEREAS, in November 2015, Ms. Ermini filed suit against LCSO and the individual deputies involved in the call, and

WHEREAS, on January 12, 2018, after a four-day trial, a jury that included a retired law enforcement officer awarded $1 million dollars in damages to Ms. Ermini for her pain and suffering, and

WHEREAS, after apportionment of 75 percent of the fault to LCSO, a judgment was entered in Ms. Ermini’s favor for $750,000, and

WHEREAS, ultimately, after numerous procedural attempts by LCSO to overturn the judgment, the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit affirmed the judgment of the United
States District Court in Ms. Ermini's favor, and on or about December 9, 2019, the Florida Sheriffs Self Insurance Fund, on behalf of its insured, the Lee County Sheriff's Office, paid the statutory limit of
$200,000 in damages under section 768.28, Florida Statutes, and
WHEREAS, this claim bill is for recovery of the excess judgment in the amount of $550,000, plus interest and taxable trial costs and appellate costs awarded to Ms. Ermini in the amount of $76,769.93,
for a total claim of $626,769.93, NOW, THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preamble to this act are found and declared to be true.
Section 2. _The Florida Sheriffs Risk Management Fund is authorized and directed to appropriate from funds not otherwise encumbered and to draw a warrant in the sum of $626,769.93 payable to

Patricia Ermini as compensation for injuries and damages sustained.
Section 3. _The amount paid by the Florida Sheriffs Self Insurance Fund, on behalf of its insured, the Lee County Sheriff's Office, pursuant to s, 768.28, Florida Statutes, and the amount awarded under

this act are intended to provide the sole compensation for all present and future claims arising out of the factual situation described in this act which resulted in injuries and damages to Patricia Ermini,

The total amount paid for attorney fees relating to this claim may not exceed 25 percent of the total amount awarded under this act.
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Notice is hereby given of intantion to apply to the 2024 Regular | agistative Sees on or subsaquent segsion held in 2024 (or after) of the State of Flodda Legislaturs for passage of a bill o provide reiel
1o Patricia |. Ermini for injuries and damages sustained by Patncia |, Ermini arising out of a lawsult from a wellness check that occurred on March 23, 2012, in Lea County, Florida and involving the Les
County Sherif's Dapartment as  rault of the neqligence of s smployess, Richard Lisanbes and Robert Hamar and providing an efiectiva date. Tha nama of the claimant 's Paticia I, Ermini, The total
amount of the claim sought through the claims bl process Is $626.T62.33 (Six hundred twenty-six thousand, seven hundred sixty-nine doilars and rinsty-thres cants), Counsal for Plaintff is COLLEEN
1, MacALISTER, FSQ., Floriza Bar Number DS04711, LAW OFFICES OF COLLEEN J. MacAUISTER, PA., 5051 Napol Drive, Naples, Florida 34103,

A bill to be entitled
An act for the relief of Patricia Ermini by the Lee County Shenff's Office; provding for en appropnation 1o compensate her for injuries sustainod as a result of the neghgence of
Office. provading a kmitation on the payment of altarmey lees: providng an effective date.
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e Loe County Sherff's

WHEREAS, on the evening of March 23, 2012, 71-year-cld Patricla Ermini spoke on the telephone with her daughter, Robin Lacasse, who found that her mother was extremely upset in the.
wake of her contentious and expansive divorce alter a brief marmage, and
WHEREAS, Ms. Lacasse suggested o her mother that she hang up, lake some time to calm down, and, afterward, call her back, which her mothes did; however, Ms. Lacasse mssed her mother's call,

and

WHEREAS, when Ms. Ermin talled to reach her daughter, sne went to bed in her becroom, which was being cocled by a window unit air corditioner, and
WHEREAS, over the course of halt an hour, Ms. Lacasse repeatedly tred to rHurn her mother's call and, when her mother did not answer, called tre Lse County Sheriff's Office (LCSO) to
request that a well-being check be conducted 1o determine whether her mother was safe, and
‘WHEREAS, shorlly before 8 p.m., LESO dispaich relayed the call for a well-being check to Deputy Chadene Palmese, with Deputies Richard Lisenbee and Robert =amer alsa responding to
the call, conveying the following information to the deputies: Ms. Ermini’'s name and age; that the request for a well-bein gdl:heck had been intiated by Ms, Ermini's dmghlur. who did nct reside in Lee
and was afraid for her mother's He; that Ms, Ermini was in the middle of a dfficult divorce; that Ms. Ermini had told her daughter that she “couldn't take it anymore™; that Ms. Ermini's daughter
was worned that Ms, Ermini might commit sulcide, that Ms, Ermini had never theeatened suicide befots; that Ma. Ermini dic not suffer from mental iiness; and that Ms. Ewrmnlhad 2 gun and might have
been drinking, and
WHEREAS, at tha time of the call, Deputy Liserbea was on probation and undergoing remecial training, in part becausa of his demonstrated inabelity 1o control scenes or suspects through
verbal commands, and he later told mvam-gamnhnl ha could not recall tecenang training in the conduct of well-being checks, an:
WHEREAS, Deputy Palmese had comploted her fiedd training orly a fow days prior to the call, during which she received instruction on how (o respond to a well-baing check, but she later told
investigators that she could not recall whether, at the tims of the call, she had ever actually participated in a well-being chack, and
HEREAS, Deputy Hamer had been to many sucide threat calls, and he made it & practice to camry his tifle when it was known that 3 firearm was present on the premises whers the subject
of the call wu hx:-tud and
S, Deputy Lisenbes, who was the first 1o arrive at Ms. Ermini's homa in response to the call, cbserved that there were no lights on in the home when he arrived and, after a brief exterior
check, weni !o the lmnl daor, where he secured a screen door in the open position, knocked on the door, and announced, “Shent’ 's Office,” to no response, and
WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenben determined that the front door was unlogked, opened the door, and again sald, “Sheriff -mim * tollowed by "Anyone here? Anyone home?" to na respanise, and
WHEREAS, Deputy Palmese was second to arive, followed by Deputy Hmnf. who, like the other dapities, parked out of view from inside the residence, and
WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer retrieved from the trunk of his vehicle his AR-15rifle, which was equipped with a flashlight and a wm\ng device that allowed him to find his target more quickly ang
sasily, and
i WHEREAS, Deputy Harmer determined that the thres deputies, all of whom were wewing dark green uniforms, should go inta the residence to clear the house, and
WHEREAS, Doputy Hamer activatod the flashlight on his nfle and Deputy Lisenboa announced “Sherilf's Dffice” once or twice mora bafore they entered the home, after which they proceeded
1o mova abeut the dark residence in silence as they clearnd the living room, finally amiving at the master bedrmom, which had doubls doors, both of which were closed, and
WHEREAS, without knocking or furtner announcing their presence, Deputy Lisenbes cpened the right-hand bedroam docr and shined his flashlight on a temale, wha appeared to be asleep
ontne hcd wearing only undergarments, and
JHE afier Cepuly Lisentes enlersd i Ledioon dou vy, he announued, “Steilf’s x0 Dilice, At yuu Gy 10 WINEH e woman responded, “Who's there? Wha's there?” and
WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenbuo sald, “Sheriff's Office. We're here to make sure you're okay. you okay?” and
WHEREAS, Deputy Lisenbee said that, although the wornan may have sounded qumod hu did not temper his tone, nor did he ever shine his flashlight on himself to allow Ms. Ermini to see
that ha was, in fact, a uniformad officer, and
WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer sald ha heard Ms. Enmini say, “What ars you dong here? | hava a gun,” and
WHEREAS, Deputy Hamer later acknowledged that he didn't know whether Ms, Emmini had heard or understood Deputy Lizenbas, yst nonetheless, ha turnad off the flashlight on his gun, “teck
the point.” and stepped in front of Deputy Lisenben bacause, hn said, he had more weaponry, was the senior cHficer on scens, and had significantly more gun range time, and
WHEREAS, terrified, Ms. Ertnini told the person ot the doorway, whom she perceived as an intruder, (o get out of her house “because (she had) a gun” and, with that, jumped up from the bed
and hid behind the stll-closed left-hand bedroom door, and
WHEREAS, it remains unclear whether Ms, Ermini grabbed her gun as are 1an to shelter berind the door, and
WHEREAS, as Ms, Ermini triad 1o 1ook around tha badroom door, she was shot multicle times, with Deputy Hamet firing seven rounds fram his rifla through the closed bedroom o
WHEREAS, according 1o the chief crime scens investigator, a bullet fired through the middie of the door struck Ms, Ermini in her lat Jeg, shattering her femur and causing her tc il backward
onta the floor; anothnr bullet hit her in the upper right arm, leaving a portion of her upper arm missing; and a third bullst caused a graze wound across the back of her head, and
WHEREAS, a wood sphinter from the door lodged in her right eye, lemporarily blind ng her in that eye, and
WHEREAS it was less than two minutes from the tme of entry until My, Ermini was shot multiple times and fefl to the: flocr, and
WHEREAS, Doputy Hamer notified dispatch of the shooting and continued ta sweep the bedroom befora finally delivering first aid ta Ms. Ermini, whom he handcuffed because she was still
alive and therafors posed a continuing trreat to the deputias, and
WHEREAS, Lee County Emergency Medical Services (EMS) was dispatched at the same time as the cfficers and were waiting just two blocks away, which likely saved Ms. Ermini's kfe, and
wNEﬂEAs when the lpad paramedic for EMS anived, he determined that Ms, Ermni had ite-threatening njurins 1o the front and back of her left leg and to the front and back of her nght am,
and a laceralion to the back of her Fead just above the neckling, and
WHEREAS, M3. Ermini repeatedly asked the paramedic why she had been shot, who the intrudors were, and why they were in her nome, and
WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini's most grievous injury was the shattered femut in het Iaft Isg, and moving her causad her significant blood loss and excruciating pain, and
WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini was taken 1o Lea Memorial Haspital in entical condtion and later admitted to the intensive cars unit, and
WHEREAS, in addition to the gunshot wounds, Ms. Ermini had numercus wounds on her face from the wood splinters from the bedroom door, and
WHEREAS, an LCSO lieutenant who fullowed the ambulance to the hospital initially refused the emergency room doctor's request lo remave the handeutfs hom Ms. Ermini; emergency room
taff were n:id !h:l Ms. Ermini “tried to kill a cop™; and Ma. Ermini's family members were denied visitation, and
REAS, doctors were able to save Ms. Ermini's oye with surgery, but her vision has delterioraled since Ihe incidont, and
WHEREAS Ms. Ermini requirsd multipls surgaries to repair har famur and address her wounds, including multiple skin grafts on her shoulder, and
WHEREAS, after dschaige, she suffersd a severn seotic infection that caused her tramendous pain, and the pain medications she was prescribac inducad g paranaia, and
WHEREAS, on March 24, 2012, Sherlft Mike Scott 1ok the news media that Ms. Ermini shot at deputies wno had responded 1 a well-being check and that they retuined fire, which drectly
contradicts Deputy Hamer's stalement. in which ha indicated that he shot first, and
WHEREAS, on March 29, 2012, Ma. Ermint was arested in the infensive care und on two counts of aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer, which the state attomey decned to
Eresecute, and
WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini was an emergency room nurse in South Florida for many years and had worked hand-in-hand with law enforcement officers, no evidence was ever produced that she
hadany animus toward law enfcrcement officers, and it is ¢1ll disputed that Ms. Ermini‘s weapon was clscharged during the encounter, and
WHEREAS, M3. Ermini remained hospitakzed for about 30 days and has never tully recovered from her injuries, and
WHEREAS, Ms. Ermini continues to suffar from acute pain and fatigua and kmited range of motion due 10 the gunshet weund Lo her upper arm, which impairs her abilty to accomplish many
of the activties of daily lvng, and she suffers from debslitating postiraumatc stress disorder, and
WIHEREAS, Me. Ermini was forced 1o sell he- homs because she cannot afford in-home assistance, and
WHEREAS, Depiity Lisenbes and Deputy Hames wees terminatad by the | £SO shortly after the incidant, tha latter lor “conduct unbecoming,” and
WHEREAS, in November 2015, Ms. Ermini fled suit against LCSO and the ndividual ceputies involved in te call, and
WHEREAS, on January 12, 2018, a'ter a four-day tnal. a jury that inchuded a retired law enforcement officer awarded $1 million doflars in damages to Ms. Ermini for her pain and suffering, and
WHEREAS, after apportionment of 75 percent uf the fault to LESO. a judgment was entered in Ms. Ermini’s favor for $750,000, and
WHEREAS, ultimately, after numeorous procedural attempts by LESO ta overturn tha judgmant. the United States Cournt of Appaals for the Eleventh Circut affirmed the judgment of the United
States District Court in M, Ermini's tavor, and on or about Dacermber 9, 2018, tne Florida Sheriffs Self Insurance Fund. on behalt of its insured, the Lee County Sherft's Office, paid tne statutory bt of
200,000 in damages under section 768,28, Flanda Statutes and
WHEREAS, this clam billis for recovery of the excess jucgment in the amount of $550.000, plus interest and tavable trial costs and appeiiate costs awarded to Ms. Ermini in the amount of $76.762.93,
for a total claim of $626,769.93. NOW, THEREFORE,

E

Be It Enactes by the Legeslature of ihe State of Florida:

<
Sectign 1, The facis stated in the preambie to this act are found and declared fo bo True,
Emmmmmmmmm.mmwmnw
alricia ENTEni as o
Section 3. The smount paid by the Flonda Shenf's :x‘!; Insutance Fund, on tchall mntmu%ﬂ!ﬂ-mﬁmﬁt\mu: Offrce. pursuant Lo 5, 768.28, Florda Statutes, w.\s!.lzc.mmt.grsmdu;ﬂ
2 " 2z 0 dezcrbed in this acl which resvlted in iwuries and damagas to Patricia Ermirs,
£ 4. This xct shll rake offect upen beconing  law




