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FLORIDA H O U S E O F REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 3079 2018 

1 A bi l l to be entitled 

2 An act relating to the Appropriations Project titled 

3 Cape Coral Police Depa r tment Public Safety Mobile 

4 Command Center Veh ic l e ; providing an appropriation ; 

5 prov i ding an effective date . 

6 

7 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 

8 

9 Section 1 . Cape Cora l Police Department Public Safety 

10 Mobile Command Center Veh icle is an Appropriati ons Project as 

11 defined in The Rules of The Florida House of Representatives and 

12 is described in Appropr i ations Project Request 97 , herein 

13 incorporated by reference . 

14 Section 2 . For fi sca l year 2018 - 2019 the nonrecurring s um 

15 of $176 , 250 from the Gene r al Revenue Fund is appropriated to the 

16 Department of Law Enfo r cement to fund the Cape Coral Police 

17 Department Publ i c Safe t y Mob i le Command Center Vehicle as 

18 described in Appropr iations Pro j ect Reque st 97 . 

19 Sect i on 3 . Th i s ac t shall take effect July 1 , 2018 . 
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Appropriations Project Request - Fiscal Year 2018-19 
For projects meeting the Definition of House Rule 5.14 

1. Title of Project: Cape Coral Police Department Public Safety Mobile Command Center Vehicle 
2. Date of Submission: 10/24/2017 
3. House Member Sponsor: Dane Eagle 

Members Copied : 

4. DETAILS OF AMOUNT REQUESTED: 

a. Has funding been provided in a previous state budget for this activity? JiQ 
If answer to 4a is ?No? skip 4b and 4c and proceed to 4d, Col. E 

b. What is the most recent fiscal year the project was funded? 
c. Were the funds provided in the most recent fiscal year subsequently vetoed? 
d. Complete the following Project Request Worksheet to develop your request: 

FY: -- Input Prior Year Appropriation for this project 
for FY 2017-18 

,,,' , -

Develop New Funds Request 
for FY 2018-19 

(If appropriated in 2017-18 enter the (Requests for additional RECURRING funds are prohibited.) 
appropriated amount, even if vetoed.) 

Column: A B c D E 

Funds Prior Year Prior Year Total Funds Recurring Base Additional Nonrecurring Request 
Description: Recurring Nonrecurring Appropriated Budget 

Funds Funds (Will equal non-
(Recurring plus vetoed amounts 

1¥ ' t- ,.,N 
; Nonrecurring: provided in Column 

-,f,,{, 

- column A+ column A) 
B) 

Input 176,250 

Amounts: 

5. Are funds for this issue requested in a state agency?s Legislative Budget Request submitted for FY 2018-19? No 
Sa . If yes, which state agency? 

F 

TOTAL Nonrecurring plus 
Recurring Base Funds 

(Will equal the amount 
from the Recurring base in 
Column D plus the 
Additional Nonrecurring 
Request in Column E.) 

176,250 

Sb. If no, which is the most appropriate state agency to place an appropriation for the issue being requested? Departmentof Law Enforcement 

Sc. Has the appropriate state agency for administering the funding, if the request were appropriated, been contacted? No 
Sd . Describe penalties for failing to meet deliverables or performance measures which the agency should provide in its contract to administer the funding if 
appropriated . 

Possible loss of funding after a right to cure and finding alternative performance measures. 
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6. Requester: 

a. Name: Chief David Newlan 

b. Organization : Cape Coral Police Department 

c.Email:dnewlan@capecoral.net 

d. Phone#: (239)574-0623 

7. Contact for questions about specific technical or financial details about the project: 

a. Name: Chief David Newlan 

b. Organization: Cape Coral Police Department 

c. Email : dnewlan@capecoral.net 

d. Phone#: (239)574-0623 

8. Is there a registered lobbyist working to secure funding for this project? 

a. Name: Yeline Goin 

b. Firm: Becker & Poliakoff 

c. Email: ygoin@bplegal.com; kskyers@bplegal.com 

d. Phone#: (407)875-0955 

9. Organization or Name of entity receiving funds : 

a. Name: (City of Cape Coral) Cape Coral Police Department 

b. County (County where funds are to be expended) : Lee 

c. Service Area (Counties being served by the service(s) provided with funding): Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hendry, Lee 

10. What type of organization is the entity that will receive the funds? (Select one) 

O For Profit 
O Non Profit SOl(c) (3) 
O Non Profit SOl(c) (4) 

0 Local Government 
O University or College 
O Other (Please describe) 

APH #: 0097 
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11. What is the specific purpose or goal that will be achieved by the funds being requested? 

The City of Cape Coral REQUESTS support to fund necessary improvements to the Mobile Command Center Vehicle (MCCV) in order to make it fully 

operational. The current electronics are outdated and obsolete, preventing communication with other agencies in and outside the City. The MCCV is a 

multipurpose vehicle that is to be used for natural and man-made disasters, acts of terror, community events, and any other situation that arises that calls 

for the MCCV to be used. 

12. Provide specific details on how funds will be spent. (Select all that apply) 
Spending Category Description Nonrecurring 

(Should equal 4d, Col. E) Enter ?O? if 
request is zero for the cateqory 

Administrative Costs: 

Da. Executive Director/Project Head Salary and Benefits 

Db. Other Salary and Benefits 

De. Expense/Equipment/Travel/Supplies/Other 

Dd. Consultants/Contracted Services/Study 

Operational Costs: 

De. Salaries and Benefits 

0f. Expenses/Equipment/Travel/Supplies/Other Outfitting the MCCV with digital 176,250 

capabilities and new technologies will 
allow the Police Dept. to utilize it as a 
fully functional mobile station. 
Personnel will not only be able to 
communicate with and work 
alongside, internal City depts. they 
will be able to do so with the EOC, 
fire, aviation, marine and bordering 
law enforcement agencies. It will 
allow the Dept. to deploy the MCCV 
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to prepare for and respond to a wide 
variety of emergencies both locally, 
regionally, and on a state level. 

Og. Consultants/Contracted Services/Study 

Fixed Capital Construction/Major Renovation: 

Oh. Construction/Renovation/Land/Planning Engineering 

TOTAL 176,250 

13. For the Fixed Capital Costs requested with this issue (In Question 12, category ?h. Fixed Capital Outlay? was selected), what type of ownership 

will the facility be under when complete? (Select one correct option) 
N/A 

14. Is the project request an information technology project? 
No 

15. Is there any documented show of support for the requested project in the community including public hearings, letters of support, major 
organizational backing, or other expressions of support? 

Yes 

15a . Please Describe: 
In summary, the Office of the Fire Chief/Emergency Management Director, supports the request for a full technology upgrade to support 

current and future incident response and management needs; It is anticipated that the MCCV will be needed for future incidents and 
events, including natural disasters, under the City's Unified Command approach to incident management. 

16. Has the need for the funds been documented by a study, completed by an independent 3rd party, for the area to be served? 
Yes 

16a. Please Describe: 
A quote has been obtained, as well as, a letter from Lynch Diversified Vehicles (LDV) dated February 10, 2016, indicating that most of the 

technology in the MCCV is not functioning and all of it is outdated. The on-board equipment appears to be the original equipment from 
2006. There was a list of 16 items identified that need to be replaced and/or updated. It is recommended that the equipment is upgraded 
and replaced to bring the MCCV back to being a fully operational asset. 
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17. Will the requested funds be used directly for services to citizens? 
Yes 

17a. What are the activities and services that will be provided to meet the purpose of the funds? 
The activities and services that will be provided are numerous which include, but are not limited to: mobile emergency operations center 

for natural disaster recovery, planned special events, active violent situations, crime scene investigations and special operations. In 
essence, it allows the Police Department to be completely mobile. 

17b. Describe the direct services to be provided to the citizens by the funding requested . 
A fully functional MCCV will allow the City to continue to provide emergency services from the field . A police presence and focal point for 

operations, rallying point, lost/missing persons, lost and found, and suspect detention. The MCCV provides surveillance, resource 
allocation, communications, and protection from the elements. Additionally, citizens are able to go to the MCCV when they have 
questions, concerns, need assistance and/or feel at risk. 

17c. Describe the target population to be served (i .e., "the majority of the funds requested will serve these target populations or groups."). 
Select all that apply to the target population : 

DElderly persons 
DPersons with poor mental health 
DPersons with poor physical health 
DJobless persons 
DEconomically disadvantaged persons 
OAt-risk youth 
DHomeless 
DDevelopmentally disabled 
DPhysically disabled 
DDrug users (in health services) 
DPreschool students 
OGrade school students 
OHigh school students 

OUniversity/college students 
OCurrently or formerly incarcerated persons 
DDrug offenders (in criminal Justice) 
OVictims of crime 
0General (The majority of the funds will benefit no specific group) 
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00ther (Please describe): Potentially, surrounding cities and counties, as well as, cities and counties throughout the state 

17d. How many in the target population are expected to be served? 
0< 25 
025-50 
051-100 
0101-200 
0201-400 
0401-800 
0>800 

18. What benefits or outcomes will be realized by the expenditure of funds requested? (Select each Benefit/Outcome that applies) 
Benefit or Outcome Provide a specific measure of the benefit Describe the method for measuring level 

or outcome of benefit 

Dlmprove physical health 

Dlmprove mental health 

DEnrich cultural experience 

Dlmprove agricultural production/promotion/education 

Dlmprove quality of education 

DEnhance/preserve/improve environmental or fish and 
wildlife quality 

0Protect the general public from harm (environmental, Reduce response times to save lives Compare response times to both 
criminal, etc.) and reduce crime. This includes current response times within the City 

being able to respond to incidents and the national average during a 
where currently the Department does disaster or catastrophe. 
not have the ability to , due to lack of 
a functioning Mobile Command 
Center Vehicle. 

Dlmprove transportation conditions 
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Olncrease or improve economic activity 

Dlncrease tourism 

OCreate specific immediate job opportunities 

OEnhance specific individual?s economic self sufficiency 

DReduce recidivism 

OReduce substance abuse 

DDivert from Criminal/Juvenile justice system 

Dlmprove wastewater management 

Dlmprove stormwater management 

Olmprove groundwater quality 

Dlmprove drinking water quality 

Dlmprove surface water quality 

00ther (Please describe) : Natural Disaster Recovery Reduce recovery time and cost to the Conduct a comparable time and cost 
City, through the use of technology analysis of previous natural disasters 
providing live audio/video of the to present natural disasters. 
devastation, allowing for resources to 
be properly allocated. 

19. Provide the total cost of the project for FY 2018-19 from all sources of funding (Enter ?O? if amount is zero): 
Type of Funding Amount Percent of Total Are the other sources of 

funds guaranteed in 
writing? 

1. Amount Requested from the State in this Appropriations 176,250 75.0% N/A 
Project Request: 
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2. Federal: 0 0.0% No 

3. State: (Excluding the requested Total Amount in #4d , 0 0.0% No 
Column F) 

4. Local : 58,750 25.0% Yes 

5. Other: 0 0.0% No 

TOTAL 235,000 100% 

20. Is this a multi-year project requiring funding from the state for more than one year? 
No 
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FLORIDA H O U S E O F REPRESENTATIVES 

HB3551 2018 

1 A bill to be entitled 

2 An act relating to the Appropriations Project titled 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Peace Hubs: Inner City Gun Violence Prevention 

Initiative; providing an appropriation ; providing an 

effective date . 

7 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 

8 

9 Section 1 . Peace Hubs: Inner City Gun Violence Prevention 

1 0 Initiative is an Appropriations Project as defined in The Rules 

11 of The Florida House of Representatives and is described in 

12 Appropriations Project Request 1216, herein incorporated by 

13 reference. 

14 Section 2 . For fiscal year 2018 - 2019 the nonrecurring sum 

15 of $2,000,000 from the General Revenue Fund is appropriated to 

16 the Department of Juvenile Justice to fund the Peace Hub s : Inner 

17 City Gun Violence Prevention Initiative as des cribed in 

18 Appropriations Project Request 1216. 

19 Section 3 . This act shall take effect July 1 , 2018 . 
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Appropriations Project Request - Fiscal Year 2018-19 
For projects meeting the Definition of House Rule 5.14 

1. Title of Project: Peace Hubs: Inner City Gun Violence Prevention Initiative 

2. Date of Submission: 11/14/2017 
3. House Member Sponsor: Kimberly Daniels 

Members Copied: 

4. DETAILS OF AMOUNT REQUESTED: 

a. Has funding been provided in a previous state budget for this activity? No 
If answer to 4a is ?No? skip 4b and 4c and proceed to 4d, Col. E 

b. What is the most recent fiscal year the project was funded? 
c. Were the funds provided in the most recent fiscal year subsequently vetoed? 
d. Complete the following Project Request Worksheet to develop your request: 

r''"'" fY: Input Prior Year Appropriation for this project 
for FY 2017-18 

Develop New Funds Request 
for FY 2018-19 

' (If appropriated in 2017-18 enter the (Requests for additional RECURRING funds are prohibited.) - ~ 

0 appropriated amount, even if vetoed.) 
I· Coh,1mn: A B c D E 

Funds Prior Year Prior Year Total Funds Recurring Base Additional Nonrecurring Request 
"'Description: Recurring Nonrecurring Appropriated Budget 

III!+ 
Funds Funds (Will equal non-

' (Recurring plus vetoed amounts 
Nonrecurring: provided in Column 

iji column A+ column A) 
B) 

.. Input 2,000,000 
Amount~':ii 

5. Are funds for this issue requested in a state agency?s Legislative Budget Request submitted for FY 2018-19? No 
Sa. If yes, which state agency? 

F 

TOTAL Nonrecurring plus 
Recurring Base Funds 

(Will equal the amount 
from the Recurring base in 
Column D plus the 
Additiona l Nonrecurring 
Request in Column E.) 

2,000,000 

"'*'*" ,~-" -~ 

Sb. If no, which is the most appropriate state agency to place an appropriation for the issue being requested? DeRar:lrr:ten.tof Juvenjle Justice 
Sc. Has the appropriate state agency for administering the funding, if the request were appropriated, been contacted? No 
Sd. Describe penalties for fai ling to meet deliverables or performance measures which the agency should provide in its contract to administer the funding if 
appropriated . 

Department of Juvenile Justice and Department of Education 
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6. Requester: 

a. Name: Gary Johnson 

b. Organization: Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

c. Email : clergyforchange@gmail.com 

d. Phone#: (786)222-7411 

7. Contact for questions about specific technical or financial details about the project : 

a. Name: Gary Johnson 

b. Organization: Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

c. Email : clergyforchange@gmail.com 

d. Phone#: (786)222-7411 

8. Is there a registered lobbyist working to secure funding for this project? 

a. Name: None 

b. Firm : None 
c. Email : 
d. Phone#: 

9. Organization or Name of entity rece iving funds : 

a. Name: Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

b. County (County where funds are to be expended) : Broward, Duval, Leon, Miami-Dade 

c. Service Area (Counties being served by the service(s) provided with funding) : Broward, Duval, Leon, Miami-Dade 

10. What type of organization is the entity that will receive the funds? (Select one) 
O For Profit 
0 Non Profit SOl(c) (3) 

O Non Profit SOl(c) (4) 

O Local Government 
O University or College 
O Other (Please describe) 

APH# 1216 
Page 2 of 9 



11. What is the specific purpose or goal that will be achieved by the funds being requested? 

Repositioning the faith-based community to lead the charge in a proactive approach to end inner city gun violence in high crime communities throughout 

Florida. The 

funding for this progam will be used to expand PEACE HUBS in the most critical high crime, high murder rate and high at-risk youth crime prevention areas 

of Broward, 

Duval, Leon and Miami-Dade County. 

12. Provide specific details on how funds will be spent . (Select all that apply) 
Spending Category Description Nonrecurring 

(Should equal 4d, Col. E) Enter ?O? if 
request is zero for the cateqorv 

Administrative Costs: 

0a. Executive Director/Project Head Salary and Benefits A portion of this funding will be used 250,000 
for the salary for the Executive 

Director, Program Manager, 
Community Liasion and Outreach 

Coordinator. No more than $25,000 
will be used for each salaried 

position. 

Db. Other Salary and Benefits 

0c. Expense/Equipment/Travel/Supplies/Other This funding will be used for 250,000 
purchasing supplies, including but not 

limited to educational materials 
related to reducing gun violence 

among , travel to regional Peace 
Hubs, along with necessary 

equipment purchases for faith based 
centers. 

Dd. Consultants/Contracted Services/Study 
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Operational Costs: 

0e. Salaries and Benefits This funding will be used to hire two 500,000 
(2) full-time mental health counselors , 
three (3) conflict resolution 
counselors and (2) part-time former 
law enforcement agents in each 
region to provide counseling for 
victims of gun violence in high crime, 
murder and youth crime areas. 

0f. Expenses/Equipment!Travel/Supplies/Other Funding will be used for mini-grant 1,000,000 
awards, regional summits along with 
providing instructional supplies for 
individuals, families , law 
enforcement, faith based and 
academia impacted by gun violence 
in high crime, murder & violent youth 
areas. 

Dg. Consultants/Contracted Services/Study 

Fixed Capital Construction/Major Renovation: 

Dh. Construction/Renovation/Land/Planning Engineering 

TOTAL 2,000,000 

13. For the Fixed Capital Costs requested with this issue {In Question 12, category ?h . Fixed Capital Outlay? was selected}, what type of ownership 
will the facility be under when complete? (Select one correct option} 

N/A 

14. Is the project request an information technology project? 
No 

15. Is there any documented show of support for the requested project in the community including public hearings, letters of support, major 
organizational backing, or other expressions of support? 
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No 

16. Has the need for the funds been documented by a study, completed by an independent 3rd party, for the area to be served? 
No 

17. Will the requested funds be used directly for services to citizens? 
Yes 

17a. What are the activities and services that will be provided to meet the purpose of the funds? 
The Southern Christian Leadership Confernece will rollout four pilot PEACE HUBS in the most critical areas of Broward, Duval, Leon and 

Miami-Dade County. The program will be evaluated every 90 days and report to the assigned state agency regarding progress in reducing 

gun violence. 

17b. Describe the direct services to be provided to the citizens by the funding requested . 
Through collaboration at the county, state and federal levels, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference will implement the PEACE 

HUB model throughout the nation by partnering with local churches in the most effected gun violence areas of the state. 

17c. Describe the target population to be served (i.e ., "the majority of the funds requested will serve these target populations or groups."}. 

Select all that apply to the target population : 
DElderly persons 
DPersons with poor mental health 
OPersons with poor physical health 

OJobless persons 
0Economically disadvantaged persons 
0At-risk youth 
OHomeless 
DDevelopmentally disabled 
DPhysically disabled 
DDrug users (in health services} 
DPreschool students 
OGrade school students 
DHigh school students 
DUniversity/college students 
DCurrently or formerly incarcerated persons 
DDrug offenders (in criminal Justice} 
0Victims of crime 
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DGeneral {The majority of the funds will benefit no specific group) 
DOther (Please describe) 

17d. How many in the target population are expected to be served? 
0< 25 
025-50 
051-100 
0101-200 
0201-400 
0401-800 
0>800 

18. What benefits or outcomes will be realized by the expenditure of funds requested? (Select each Benefit/Outcome that applies) 
Benefit or Outcome Provide a specific measure of the benefit Describe the method for measuring level 

or outcome of benefit 

Dlmprove physical health 

Olmprove mental health 

0Enrich cultural experience By reducing gun violence in low- Analyzing crime data from the FBI , 
income, high poverty areas of FDLE, and local County statistics and 
Broward , Duval, Leon and Miami- report progress of reduced gun 
Dade County, local governments can violence every 90 days to respective 
focus on economic development in state agencies. 
their respective community 

Olmprove agricultural production/promotion/education 

01mprove quality of education By educating communities about the Analyzing crime data, economic 
impact of gun violence, through a development data along with 
faith-based initiative, and working academic data to educate low-
with law enforcement & academia, income, high poverty and high crime 
we will be able stop crimes by areas about the impact of gun 
showing how it impacts communities , violence. 
families and quality of life. 
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DEnhance/preserve/improve environmental or fish and 
wildlife quality 

DProtect the general public from harm (environmental , 
criminal , etc.) 

01mprove transportation conditions By educating communities about the Analyzing crime data, economic 
impact of gun violence, through a development data along with 
faith-based initiative, and working academic data to educate low-
with law enforcement & academia, income, high poverty and high crime 
we will be able stop crimes by areas about the impact of gun 
showing how it impacts communities , violence. 
families and quality of life. 

Dlncrease or improve economic activity 

Dlncrease tourism 

0Create specific immediate job opportunities By hiring mental health counselors, We will monitor all progress and 
conflict resolution managers and report every 90 days to the proper 
former law enforcement agents, we state agency regarding our hiring 
will be able to work practices and the impact our work 
withincommunities impacted by gun has on reducing gun violence. 
violence. 

DEnhance specific individual?s economic self sufficiency 

0Reduce recidivism By educating low-income, high Our mental health, conflict resolution 
poverty, high crime, high murder and managers and former law 
high youth crime communities , we will enforcement agents will report to the 
reduce recidivism by giving less proper state agency about the work 
fortunate individuals a way out. being done to reduce recidivism . 

0Reduce substance abuse By educating low-income, high Analyze drug arrests and gun 
poverty, high crime, high murder and violence statistics in each region of 
high youth crime communities , we will operation while also reporting 
also reduce their dependency on progress to the respective state 
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illegal drugs and provide substance agency every 90 days regarding our 
abuse counseling to known abusers impact and benefit to communities. 
in the community. 

0Divert from Criminal/Juvenile justice system By educating the youth about gun Monitor and report findings to the 
violence through trusted academic, Department of Juvenile Justice every 
law enforcement, faith based and 90 days to show progress and impact 
community programs, we will reduce with at-risk youth in low-income, high 
crime among at-risk youth throught crime areas of the state. 
the regions served. 

Dlmprove wastewater management 

Dlmprove stormwater management 

Dlmprove groundwater quality 

Dlmprove drinking water quality 

Dlmprove surface water quality 

DOther (Please describe) : 

19. Provide the total cost of the project for FY 2018-19 from all sources of funding (Enter ?O? if amount is zero): 
Type of Funding Amount Percent of Total Are the other sources of 

funds guaranteed in 
writing? 

1. Amount Requested from the State in this Appropriations 2,000,000 81 .6% N/A 
Project Request: 

2. Federal: 0 0.0% No 

3. State: (Excluding the requested Total Amount in #4d, 0 0.0% No 
Column F) 

4. Local : 100,000 4.1% No 
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5. Other: 350,000 

TOTAL 2,450,000 

20. Is this a multi-year project requiring funding from the state for more than one year? 
Yes 

20a . How much state funding would be requested after 2018-19 over the next 5 years? 

O<lM 
01-3M 
0>3-lOM 
O>lOM 

20b . How many additional years of state support do you expect to need for this project? 
01 year 
02 years 
03 years 
04 years 
0>= 5 years 

14.3% Yes 

100% 

20c. What is the total project cost for all years including all federal, local, state, and any other funds? Select the single answer which best 
describes the total project cost. If funds requested are for ongoing services or for recurring activities, select ?ongoing activity?. 

Oongoing activity? no total cost 
O<lM 
01-3M 
0>3-lOM 
O>lOM 
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PCB JUA 18-01 
Relating to Judges 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES STAFF ANALYSIS 

BILL#: PCB JUA 18-01 Relating to Judges 
SPONSOR{S): Justice Appropriations Subcommittee 
TIED BILLS: IDEN./SIM. BILLS: 

REFERENCE ACTION ANALYST 

Orig . Comm.: Justice Appropriations Subcommittee Smith 

SUMMARY ANALYSIS 

STAFF DIRECTOR or 

BUDGET/POLICY CHIEF 

Gusky~ 

The Supreme Court issued Order No. SC17-1936, dated November 22, 2017, certifying the need for two 
additional circuit court judges, two additional county court judges, and decertifying the need for 13 county court 
judges. 

In accordance with the Supreme Court's order, PCB JUA 18-01 establishes two new circuit court judgeships, 
two new county court judgeships, and decertifies 13 existing county court judgeships. 

The PCB specifies the created judicial offices must be filled through the electoral process in the 2018 general 
election and not by gubernatorial appointment. Additionally, the PCB provides guidelines for the elimination of 
the decertified judicial offices. 

The PCB would result in a net reduction of state expenditures by: 
• $900,262 in FY 2018-19, 
• $955,852 in FY 2019-20, 
• $286,353 in FY 2020-21, and 
• $286,353 in FY 2021-22. 

The PCB conforms to the FY 2018-2019 proposed House General Appropriations Act. 

The bill provides an effective date of July 1, 2018. 

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives. 
STORAGE NAME: pcb01 .JUA.DOCX 
DATE: 1/19/2018 



FULL ANALYSIS 

I. SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS 

A. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES: 

Certification of Need for Additional Judges 

Section 9, Article V of the State Constitution requires the Florida Supreme Court to recommend to the 
Legislature the need for additional judges. 1 To determine a need for trial court judgeships, the Office of 
State Courts Administrator (OSCA) relies on an analysis of weighted caseload filings per judge. In 
1999, at the request of the Florida Legislature, OSCA contracted with the National Center for State 
Courts (NCSC) to develop and validate a Delphi-based Weighted Caseload System.2 

The weighted caseload system assigns a time value to cases by their case type, based on the various 
kinds and complexity of the cases that are filed. The case type time value, or case weight, establishes 
an approximate workload value per case filing by case type, which is used to determine the number of 
judges required to handle these cases. The weighted caseload system is revised periodically to 
account for changes in procedure and case complexity. The system was updated by OSCA and NCSC 
in 2007 and most recently in 2016. 

The Supreme Court issued Order No. SC17-1936, dated November 22, 2017, in regard to the 
Certification of Need for Additional Judges.3 In the certification, the court recommended 2 new circuit 
judgeships, 2 new county judgeships, and the decertification of 13 existing county court judgeships. 

Effect of the Proposed Bill 

PCB JUA 18-01 establishes, effective January 8, 2019: 

• 2 new circuit court judgeships in the Ninth Judicial Circuit (Orange and Osceola counties), and 
• 2 new county court judgeships in Hillsborough County. 

The PCB also eliminates the following decertified existing county judgeships upon the expiration of the 
next judicial term, as provided in s. 9, Article V of the State Constitution: 

• Alachua County - one 
• Brevard County - three 

I Section 9, Article V, State Constitution, states: 

Determination of number of judges.-The supreme court shall establish by rule uniform criteria for the determination of the 
need for additional judges except supreme court justices, the necessity for decreasing the number of judges and for increasing, 
decreasing or redefining appellate districts and judicial circuits. If the supreme court finds that a need exists for increasing or 
decreasing the number of judges or increasing, decreasing or redefining appellate districts and judicial circuits, it shall, prior to the 
next regular session of the legislature, certify to the legislature its findings and recommendations concerning such need. Upon receipt 
of such certificate, the legislature, at the next regular session, shall consider the findings and recommendations and may reject the 
recommendations or by law implement the recommendations in whole or in part; provided the legislature may create more judicial 
offices than are recommended by the supreme court or may decrease the number of judicial offices by a greater number than 
recommended by the court only upon a finding of two-thirds of the membership of both houses of the legislature, that such a need 
exists. A decrease in the number of judges shall be effective only after the expiration of a term. If the supreme court fails to make 
findings as provided above when need exists, the legislature may by concurrent resolution request the court to certify its findings and 
recommendations and upon the failure of the court to certify its findings for nine consecutive months, the legislature may, upon a 
finding of two-thirds of the membership of both houses of the legislature that a need exists, increase or decrease the number of judges 
or increase, decrease or redefine appellate districts and judicial circuits. 

2 National Center for State Courts, Florida Judicial Workload Assessment Final Report, Office of the State Courts Administrator (May 
16, 2016), http://www.flcourts.org/core/fileparse .php/558/urlt/Final-Florida-Judicial-Workload-Assessment-Final-report.pdf 
3 Certification of Need for Additional Judges, SCI 7-1936 (Fla. SC 2017) 
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• Charlotte County - one 

• Collier County - one 

• Escambia County - one 

• Leon County - one 

• Monroe County - one 

• Pasco County - two 

• Polk County - one 

• Putnam County - one 

With the exception of Alachua and Monroe counties, all counties subject to judicial decertification have 
a sufficient number of terms expiring in January of 2019 to implement the Court's decertification 
recommendation . The first term will expire for both Alachua and Monroe County in January of 2021. 

The PCB specifies that the new judgeships are to be filled through the electoral process in the 2018 
general election and not by gubernatorial appointment. Candidates for the circuit and county court 
judicial offices created in the PCB must qualify as provided in ch. 105, F.S., with the exception that the 
candidates qualifying under this PCB shall qualify no earlier than noon of the 501h day, and no later than 
noon of the 461h day, before the primary election. 

The PCB directs the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to determine the specific judicial office(s) to be 
eliminated in a county subject to decertification if there is a greater number of judicial terms expiring on 
the same day than the number of judicial offices eliminated. 

B. SECTION DIRECTORY: 

Section 1. Amends s. 26.031, F.S., establishing new circuit judgeships. 

Section 2. Amends s. 34.022, F.S., establishing new county court judgeships and eliminating existing 
county court judgeships. 

Section 3. Provides guidelines for the creation and elimination of the judgeships. 

Section 4. Provides an effective date. 

II. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT: 

1. Revenues: 

None. 

2. Expenditures: 

Upon full implementation, the PCB would result in a net reduction of 18 full-time equivalent 
positions (9 judges and 9 judicial assistants). The PCB's impact on expenditures will be spread over 
multiple fiscal years due to the expiration of existing judicial terms. 
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Certified 

Judicial 

Assistant 

Decertified 

Judicial 

Assistant 

------------------- Judgeships ------~~------ _____ Expense _____ Judgeships -------~~------- ___ ___ Expense _____ _ 
£'!'~- ________ 4_ ----- ~_? ___ 674,6_~?- _ (11) ___ (llj_ __ $ (1,574,939) 

-~-19-20 - - $ 619,087 $ (1,574,939) 

,_f'f~0-21_ ------------· ->- -------- (2) __ ______ (2) _$ (286,353) 
FY 21-22 $ (286,353) 

Total 4 ! 4 $ 1,293,764 (13) (13) ! $ (3,722,584) 

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: 

1. Revenues: 

None. 

2. Expenditures: 

Net 

Judicial 

Assistant 

Judgeships FTE _ _____ Expense ______ 
-------------------

(7) (7) $ (900,262) - ---
$ (955,852) 

(2) (2) $ (286,353) 
--

$ (286,353) 

(9) (9) $ (2,428,820) 

The cost of county judges and judicial assistants are paid for by the state. Under s. 29.008, F.S., 
counties are responsible for facilities, security, communications and information technology costs 
for county and circuit courts. For circuit and county courts receiving additional judges and 
associated staff, this bill could result in additional costs in these areas. County courts that are losing 
judges and associated staff may experience reduced costs in these areas. 

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR: 

None. 

D. FISCAL COMMENTS: 

None. 

Ill. COMMENTS 

A. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES: 

1. Applicability of Municipality/County Mandates Provision: 

None. 

2. Other: 

None. 

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY: 

None. 

C. DRAFTING ISSUES OR OTHER COMMENTS: 

None. 

IV. AMENDMENTS/ COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES 
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PCB JUA 18-01 ORIGINAL 

A b ill to be ent i tled 

An act rela t i n g to judges ; amendi ng s . 26 . 031 , F. S . ; 

revising the numbe r of circuit cou rt judges in cer t a i n 

c i rcu i ts; amending s. 34 . 022 , F. S .; revi sing the 

number of county cour t judges in certain counties ; 

providing for t he e l ection of n e w circuit and coun ty 

court j udges created by the act in the 20 1 8 genera l 

e l ection; providing quali fyi ng da t es for these 

positions ; p r ov i d i ng e limination dates for the 

decertified p ositions ; providing leg i s l ative findi ngs ; 

p r oviding that the circuit and county cou r t judi c i al 

o f fices create d by the act con s titut e vacancies in 

o ffi ce for purp oses of qual ifyi n g for the 2018 general 

e l ect i on ; providing approp r iat i ons and authorizi n g 

pos i tions ; prov i d i ng an effective date . 

17 Be It Enacted by t h e Leg i s l atu re o f the Sta t e o f Florida: 

1 8 

1 9 Section 1. Subs e ct i o n (9) of sect i on 26 .031, Fl or i da 

20 Statutes , is a mended to r ead : 

2018 

21 26 . 031 Judicial circui ts ; numbe r of judges . -The number o f 

22 circuit judges i n each c i rcui t shall be as follows: 

23 J UDIC I AL CIRCUI T TOTAL 

2 4 (9) Ninth ................................ . . .. ... . . .. . . 45 4-3-

25 
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26 Section 2. Subsections (1 ) , (5) , (8) , (11), (16), (28) , 

27 (36), (44), (51) , (53) , and (54) of section 34 . 022, Florida 

28 Statutes, is amended to read: 

29 34.022 Number of county court judges for each county.-The 

30 number of county court judges in each county shall be as 

31 follows : 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

COUNTY 

( 1) 

(5) 

( 8 ) 

(11) 

( 16) 

(28) 

( 36) 

( 4 4) 

( 51) 

(53 ) 

( 54) 

TOTAL 

Alachua ....... .. . ..... ....... ... .................. .. 4 .§. 

Brevard ........... .. .. ... ............... . .......... 8 H 

Char lot te ......... . ........... .... .. ....... ..... ... . 2 -3-

Col lier ..... . ......... . ............................ 5 -6 

Escambia ........................................... 4 .§. 

Hillsborough .... . ............... ... ............. . 1:..2_ H 

Leon ............................................... 4 .§. 

Monroe ..... .... .... . ............................... 3 4 

Pasco ................. .. .......... ......... ........ 5 + 
Polk ......................... . .. .. ............. ... 9 -W 

Putnam ..... .. ................ .... . .. . . . ............ 1 -2-

Section 3. (1) The Governor may not fill the circuit and 

46 county court judicial offices created in sections 1 and 2 of 

47 this act by appointment , but those offices shall be filled by 

48 election in the 2018 general election pursuant to chapter 105, 

49 Florida Statutes . Candidates for the circui t and county court 

50 judicial offices created in sections 1 and 2 of this act shall 
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51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 
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qualify as provided in chapter 105 , Florida Statutes , except 

that candidates qualifying under this act shall qualify no 

earlier than noon of the 50th day, and no later than noon of the 

46th day, before the primary election. 

(2) The Legislature finds that an emergency does not exist 

and the public business does not require immediate appointment 

of the circuit and county court judicial offices created in 

sections 1 and 2 of this act. 

(3) The circuit and county court judicial offices created 

in sections 1 and 2 of this act constitute vacancies in office 

for purposes of qualifying for the 2018 general election. 

(4) The terms of the circuit and county court judicial 

offices created in sections 1 and 2 of this act shall begin on 

January 8 , 2019. 

(5) The county court judicial offices decertified in 

section 2 of this act shall be eliminated upon the expiration of 

67 the next judicial term, as provided in s. 9, Article V of the 

68 State Constitution . 

69 (6) In the event there are a greater number of county court 

70 judicial offices with terms expir ing on the same day than the 

71 number of decertifications, the Chief Justice o f the Supreme 

72 Court shall determine which specif i c county court judicial 

73 offices will be el iminated in each of the counties sub ject to 

74 judicial decertification. 

75 Section 4 . This act shall take effect July 1, 2018 . 
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