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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

Summary:

Education & Employment Committee

Tuesday January 23, 2024  10:00 am

HB 523     Favorable     Nays:  0Yeas:  19    

PCS for HB 1361     Favorable With Amendment(s)     Nays:  0Yeas:  17    

Amendment PCS for HB 1361 a1     Adopted Without Objection     

Amendment PCS for HB 1361 a2     Adopted Without Objection     

CS/HB 1403     Favorable With Committee Substitute     Nays:  0Yeas:  19    

Amendment 214747     Withdrawn     

Amendment 204451     Adopted Without Objection     

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

Attendance:

Present Absent Excused

 XRalph Massullo, MD (Chair)

 XDouglas Bankson

 XMelony Bell

 XJennifer Canady

 XKimberly Daniels

 XTiffany Esposito

 XRandy Fine

 XGallop Franklin II

 XKaren Gonzalez Pittman

 XTraci Koster

 XStan McClain

 XLauren Melo

 XAlex Rizo

 XDana Trabulsy

 XChase Tramont

 XKaylee Tuck

 XSusan Valdés

 XKatherine Waldron

 XPatricia Williams

 XMarie Woodson

 19  0  1Totals:

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 

Page 2 of 10Leagis ®Print Date: 01/23/2024  02:27 pm



COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

HB 523 : Florida Seal of Fine Arts Program

X Favorable 

Yea Nay No Vote Absentee

Yea

Absentee

Nay

XDouglas Bankson

XMelony Bell

XJennifer Canady

XKimberly Daniels

XTiffany Esposito

XRandy Fine

XGallop Franklin II

XKaren Gonzalez Pittman

XTraci Koster

XStan McClain

XLauren Melo

XAlex Rizo

XDana Trabulsy

XChase Tramont

XKaylee Tuck

XSusan Valdés

XKatherine Waldron

XPatricia Williams

XMarie Woodson

XRalph Massullo, MD (Chair)

Total Yeas: 19  Total Nays: 0

Appearances:

Bishop, Barney (Lobbyist) (Lobbyist Appearance Form Submitted) - Waive In Support

Barney Bishop Consulting LLC

CEO

1454 Vieux Carre Dr 

Tallahassee F 

Phone: (850) 510-9922

Ward, Daryl (General Public) (At Request of Member, Committee or Staff) - Proponent

Polk Arts Alliance

Dr.

6739 Engle Lake Drive 

Lakeland Florida 33813

Phone: 8638382132

Lawther, Nancy - Waive In Support

Florida PTA

Legislation Chair

1747 Orlando Central Parkway 

Orlando Florida 32809

Phone: 4078557604

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

HB 523 : Florida Seal of Fine Arts Program (continued)

Appearances: (continued)

Carvalho, Anthony (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Center for Fine Arts Education and Florida Music Education Association

201 W Jefferson Street 

Tallahassee Florida 

Phone: 8507666932

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

PCS for HB 1361 : Education

X Favorable With Amendment(s) 

Yea Nay No Vote Absentee

Yea

Absentee

Nay

XDouglas Bankson

XMelony Bell

XJennifer Canady

XKimberly Daniels

XTiffany Esposito

XRandy Fine

XGallop Franklin II

XKaren Gonzalez Pittman

XTraci Koster

XStan McClain

XLauren Melo

XAlex Rizo

XDana Trabulsy

XChase Tramont

XKaylee Tuck

XSusan Valdés

XKatherine Waldron

XPatricia Williams

XMarie Woodson

XRalph Massullo, MD (Chair)

Total Yeas: 17  Total Nays: 0

PCS for HB 1361 Amendments

Amendment PCS for HB 1361 a1 

X Adopted Without Objection

Amendment PCS for HB 1361 a2 

X Adopted Without Objection

Appearances:

Amendment PCS for HB 1361 a1

Hoffman, Nathan (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Foundation for Florida's Future

Senior Legislative Director

215 S Monroe Street Suite 710

Tallahassee Florida 32301

Phone: 2175037368

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 

Page 5 of 10Leagis ®Print Date: 01/23/2024  02:27 pm



COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

PCS for HB 1361 : Education (continued)

Appearances: (continued)

Amendment PCS for HB 1361 a2

Hoffman, Nathan (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Foundation for Florida's Future

Senior Legislative Director

215 S Monroe Street Suite 710

Tallahassee Florida 32301

Phone: 2175037368

Laroe, Alexis (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Step Up for Students

Tallahassee Florida 32303

Phone: 8023631011

Bishop, Barney (Lobbyist) (Lobbyist Appearance Form Submitted) - Waive In Support

Barney Bishop Consulting LLC

CEO

1454 Vieux Carre Dr 

Tallahassee F 

Phone: (850) 510-9922

Massey, Sarah Katherine (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Florida Chamber of Commerce

Policy Director

136 S Bronough Street 

Tallahassee Florida 32301

Phone: 8505450543

Hoffman, Nathan (Lobbyist) - Proponent

Foundation for Florida's Future

Senior Legislative Director

215 S Monroe Street Suite 710

Tallahassee Florida 32302

Phone: 2175037368

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

CS/HB 1403 : School Choice

X Favorable With Committee Substitute 

Yea Nay No Vote Absentee

Yea

Absentee

Nay

XDouglas Bankson

XMelony Bell

XJennifer Canady

XKimberly Daniels

XTiffany Esposito

XRandy Fine

XGallop Franklin II

XKaren Gonzalez Pittman

XTraci Koster

XStan McClain

XLauren Melo

XAlex Rizo

XDana Trabulsy

XChase Tramont

XKaylee Tuck

XSusan Valdés

XKatherine Waldron

XPatricia Williams

XMarie Woodson

XRalph Massullo, MD (Chair)

Total Yeas: 19  Total Nays: 0

CS/HB 1403 Amendments

Amendment 214747 

X Withdrawn

Amendment 204451 

X Adopted Without Objection

Appearances:

Amendment 204451

Jaroch, Karen (Lobbyist) - Waive In Opposition

Heritage Action For America

Florida State Director

214 Massachusetts Avenue NE 

Washington DC 20002

Phone: 8133182344

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

CS/HB 1403 : School Choice (continued)

Appearances: (continued)

Amendment 204451

Stevens, Rick - Proponent

Florida Citizens Alliance

Co-Founder

2127 NE 2nd Place 

Cape Coral Florida 33909

Phone: 2398493775

Bishop, Barney (Lobbyist) (Lobbyist Appearance Form Submitted) - Waive In Support

Barney Bishop Consulting LLC

CEO

1454 Vieux Carre Dr 

Tallahassee F 

Phone: (850) 510-9922

Dickinson, Brenda (Lobbyist) (Lobbyist Appearance Form Submitted) - Opponent

Home Education Foundation

Po Box 12563 

Tallahassee FL 

Phone: (850) 264-2184

Schuchmann, Audrah (General Public) - Proponent

International Community School

137 Vine Street 

Oviedo Fl 32765

Phone: 4078101445

Isham, Robbin (General Public) - Proponent

Florida families

Head of School

110 Wateredge Court 

Safety Harbor FL 34695

Phone: 7276433505

Martin, Bethany (General Public) - Opponent

International Community School

Teacher/Administrator/Parent

2277 Corbett Rd 

Orlando FL 32826

Phone: 4073100759

Miranda, Andrea (General Public) (At Request of Member, Committee or Staff) - Opponent

Myself

2728 Coachman Lakes Drive 

Jacksonville FL 32246

Phone: 7274321830

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

CS/HB 1403 : School Choice (continued)

Appearances: (continued)

Gordon, Katherine (General Public) - Proponent

My kiddos

7814 Bay Drive 

Tampa Fl 33625

Phone: 727-510-4902

Padilla, Miranda (General Public) - Proponent

Self

6612 Waldorf Ct 

New Port Richey FL 34655

Phone: 863-660-6534

Barrett, Michael (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops

Associate for Education

201 W Park Avenue 

Tallahassee Florida 32301

Phone: 8502056823

Crawford, Jason - Opponent

3375 Argonaut Drive 

Tallahassee Florida 

Phone: 8137895773

Kerwin, Lance - Proponent

Florida PSO

3417 Loma Farm Road 

Tallahassee Florida 32309

Phone: 8503223001

Barr, Wei - Information Only

Parents for School Options

Board of Director

5641 Acadia Drive 

Chattanooga Tennessee 

Phone: 3342808529

Laroe, Alexis (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Step Up for Students

Tallahassee Florida 32303

Phone: 8023631011

Gines, Dr. Scott - Information Only

Florida PSO

277 Meadow Ridge Drive 

Tallahassee Florida 32312

Phone: 3047890216

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

Education & Employment Committee

1/23/2024  10:00AM 

Location: Morris Hall (17 HOB)

CS/HB 1403 : School Choice (continued)

Appearances: (continued)

Merchant, Ethan - Information Only

Florida Parents for School Options

Governmental Consultant

113 E College Avenue 

Tallahassee Florida 32301

Phone: 8506990470

Mattox, William - Proponent

James Madison Institute

Director, Marshall Center for Education Options

Tallahassee Florida 32303

Briggs, Edward (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

FL Coalition of Scholarship Schools

113 E College Avenue 

Tallahassee Florida 32301

Phone: 8509535994

Hoffman, Nathan (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Foundation for Florida's Future

Senior Legislative Director

215 S Monroe Street Suite 710

Tallahassee Florida 32301

Phone: 2175037768

Kennedy, Ryan (Lobbyist) - Waive In Support

Florida Citizens Alliance

9745 Roundstone Circle 

Fort Myers Florida 33967

Phone: 2396715733

Committee meeting was reported out: Tuesday, January 23, 2024   2:27PM 
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14 

15 

Amendment No. 1 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. PCS for HB 1361 (2024) 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION 

ADOPTED 

ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION 

FAILED TO ADOPT 

WITHDRAWN 

OTHER 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Education & Employment 

Committee 

Representative Temple offered the following: 

Amendment 

Remove lines 62-67 and insert: 

equivalent, or successor, and be on a closed-system. 

2. Provides professional learning to teachers. 

3. Provides one on one tutoring aligned to the Benchmarks 

for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards for reading 

and mathematics. 

4. Provides standards aligned lesson plans and provides 

insights on student progress . 

5. Provides district and school-level reporting and 

parental access to artificial intelligence interactions. 

PCS for HB 1361 al 

Published On: 1/22/2024 7:14:45 PM 
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Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. PCS for HB 1361 (2024) 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION 

ADOPTED 

ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION 

FAILED TO ADOPT 

WITHDRAWN 

OTHER 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

1 Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Education & Employment 

2 Committee 

3 Representative Temple offered the following: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Amendment 

Remove lines 649-654 and insert: 

tutoring may be provided to, at a minimum, kindergarten through 

8 grade 5 students enrolled in a public school who have a 

9 substantial deficiency in reading or mathematics in accordance 

10 withs. 1008.25. To identify eligible students, the department 

11 shall provide the administrator with math and reading progress 

12 monitoring data for eligible kindergarten through grade 12 

PCS for HB 1361 a2 

Published On: 1/22/2024 7:16:24 PM 

Page 1 of 1 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION 

ADOPTED 

ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION 

FAILED TO ADOPT 

WITHDRAWN 

OTHER 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

(Y/N) 

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Education & Employment 

Committee 

Representative Tomkow offered the following: 

Amendment (with directory and title amendments) 

Remove line 1875 and insert: 

(15) NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING ORGANIZATIONS; 

8 APPLICATION.-In order to participate in the scholarship program 

9 created under this section, a charitable organization that seeks 

10 to be a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must submit 

11 an application for initial approval or renewal to the Office of 

12 Independent Education and Parental Choice. The office shall 

13 provide at least two application periods in which Charitable 

14 organizations may apply at any time to participate in the 

15 program. 

16 (a) An application for initial approval must include: 

204451 - h1403-line 1875.docx 
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17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

1. A copy of the organization's incorporation documents 

and registration with the Division of Corporations of the 

Department of State. 

2. A copy of the organization's Internal Revenue Service 

determination letter as as. 50l(c) (3) not-for-profit 

organization. 

3. A description of the organization's financial plan that 

demonstrates sufficient funds to operate throughout the school 

year. 

4. A description of the geographic region that the 

organization intends to serve and an analysis of the demand and 

unmet need for eligible students in that area. 

5. The organization's organizational chart. 

6. A description of the criteria and methodology that the 

organization will use to evaluate scholarship eligibility. 

7. A description of the application process, including 

deadlines and any associated fees. 

8. A description of the deadlines for attendance 

verification and scholarship payments. 

9. A copy of the organization's policies on conflict of 

interest and whistleblowers. 

10. A copy of a surety bond or letter of credit to secure 

the faithful performance of the obligations of the eligible 

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization in accordance with 

this section in an amount equal to 25 percent of the scholarship 

204451 - hl403-line 1875.docx 
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42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

funds anticipated for each school year or $100,000, whichever is 

greater. The surety bond or letter of credit must specify that 

any claim against the bond or letter of credit may be made only 

by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to 

provide scholarships to and on behalf of students who would have 

had scholarships funded if it were not for the diversion of 

funds giving rise to the claim against the bond or letter of 

credit. 

(b) In addition to the information required by 

subparagraphs (a)l.-9., an application for renewal must include: 

1. A surety bond or letter of credit to secure the 

faithful performance of the obligations of the eligible 

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization in accordance with 

this section equal to the amount of undisbursed donations held 

by the organization based on the annual report submitted 

pursuant to paragraph (6) (o). The amount of the surety bond or 

letter of credit must be at least $100,000, but not more than 

$25 million. The surety bond or letter of credit must specify 

that any claim against the bond or letter of credit may be made 

only by an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization 

to provide scholarships to and on behalf of students who would 

have had scholarships funded if it were not for the diversion of 

funds giving rise to the claim against the bond or letter of 

credit. 

204451 - h1403-line 1875.docx 
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66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

2. The organization's completed Internal Revenue Service 

Form 990 submitted no later than November 30 of the year before 

the school year that the organization intends to offer the 

scholarships, notwithstanding the department's application 

deadline. 

3. A copy of the statutorily required audit to the 

72 Department of Education and Auditor General. 

73 4. An annual report that includes: 

74 a. The number of students who completed applications, by 

75 county and by grade. 

76 b. The number of students who were approved for 

77 scholarships, by county and by grade. 

78 c. The number of students who received funding for 

79 scholarships within each funding category, by county and by 

80 grade. 

81 d. The amount of funds received, the amount of funds 

82 distributed in scholarships, and an accounting of remaining 

83 funds and the obligation of those funds. 

84 e. A detailed accounting of how the organization spent the 

85 administrative funds allowable under paragraph (6) (1). 

86 (c) In consultation with the Department of Revenue and the 

87 Chief Financial Officer, the Office of Independent Education and 

88 Parental Choice shall review the application. The Department of 

89 Education shall notify the organization in writing of any 

204451 - h1403-line 1875.docx 
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90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

deficiencies within 30 days after receipt of the application and 

allow the organization 30 days to correct any deficiencies. 

(d) Within 30 days after receipt of the finalized 

application by the Office of Independent Education and Parental 

Choice, the Commissioner of Education shall recommend approval 

or disapproval of the application to the State Board of 

Education. The State Board of Education shall consider the 

application and recommendation at the next scheduled meeting, 

adhering to appropriate meeting notice requirements. If the 

State Board of Education disapproves the organization's 

application, it shall provide the organization with a written 

explanation of that determination. The State Board of 

Education's action is not subject to chapter 120. 

(e) If the State Board of Education disapproves the 

renewal of a nonprofit scholarship-funding organization, the 

organization must notify the affected eligible students and 

parents of the decision within 15 days after disapproval. An 

eligible student affected by the disapproval of an 

organization's participation remains eligible under this section 

until the end of the school year in which the organization was 

disapproved. The student must apply and be accepted by another 

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for the 

upcoming school year. The student shall be given priority in 

accordance with paragraph ( 6) ( g) . 

204451 - hl403-line 1875.docx 
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114 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125 

126 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

136 

137 

138 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

(f) All remaining funds held by a nonprofit scholarship

funding organization that is disapproved for participation must 

be transferred to other eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding 

organizations to provide scholarships for eligible students. All 

transferred funds must be deposited by each eligible nonprofit 

scholarship-funding organization receiving such funds into its 

scholarship account . All transferred amounts received by any 

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization must be 

separately disclosed in the annual financial audit required 

under subsection (6). 

(g) A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization is a 

renewing organization if it maintains continuous approval and 

participation in the program. An organization that chooses not 

to participate for 1 year or more or is disapproved to 

participate for 1 year or more must submit an application for 

initial approval in order to participate in the program again. 

(h) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules 

providing guidelines for receiving, reviewing, and approving 

applications for new and renewing nonprofit scholarship-funding 

organizations. The rules must include a process for compiling 

input and recommendations from the Chief Financial Officer, the 

Department of Revenue, and the Department of Education. The 

rules must also require that the nonprofit scholarship-funding 

organization make a brief presentation to assist the State Board 

of Education in its decision. 
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139 

140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

(i) A state university; or an independent college or 

university which is eligible to participate in the William L. 

Boyd, IV, Effective Access to Student Education Grant Program, 

located and chartered in this state, is not for profit, and is 

accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools, is exempt from the initial 

or renewal application process, but must file a registration 

notice with the Department of Education to be an eligible 

nonprofit scholarship-funding organization. The State Board of 

Education shall adopt rules that identify the procedure for 

filing the registration notice with the department. The rules 

must identify appropriate reporting requirements for fiscal, 

programmatic, and performance accountability purposes consistent 

with this section, but shall not exceed the requirements for 

eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations for 

charitable organizations. 

Section 5. Section 1002.40, Florida Statutes, is amended 

to read: 

1002.40 The Hope Scholarship Program.-

(1) PURPOSE.-The Hope Scholarship Program is established 

to provide the parent of a public school student who was 

subjected to an incident listed in subsection (3) an opportunity 

to transfer the student to another public school or to request a 

scholarship for the student to enroll in and attend an eligible 

private school. 
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164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

(2) DEFINITIONS.-As used in this section, the term: 

(a) "Dealer " has the same meaning as provided ins. 

212.06. 

(b) " Department " 'ffieans the Department of Education . 

(c) " Designated agent" has the same meaning as provided in 

s. 212.06(10). 

(d) "Eligible contribution" or "contribution " means a 

monetary contribution from a person purchasing a motor vehicle , 

subject to the restrictions provided in this section, to an 

eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization . The person 

making the contribution may not designate a specific student as 

the beneficiary of the contribution . 

(e) "Eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization" 

or "organization " has the same meaning as provided ins . 

1002. 395 (2). 

( f) " Eligible private school " has the same meaning as 

provided ins . 1002 . 395(2) . 

( g) "Heter vehicle " has the same meaning as provided in s . 

320.01(1) (a) , but does not include a heavy truck, truck tractor , 

trailer , or motorcycle . 

__@J_-fh-+ "Parent" means a resident of this state who is a 

parent, as defined ins. 1000.21, and whose student reported an 

incident in accordance with subsection ffi-f-6+-. 

M-f±+- "Program" means the Hope Scholarship Program. 
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Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

188 1£L+i+ "School" means any educational program or activity 

189 conducted by a public K-12 educational institution, any school-

190 related or school-sponsored program or activity, and riding on a 

191 school bus, as defined ins. 1006.25(1), including waiting at a 

192 school bus stop. 

193 (k.) " Unweighted FTE funding amount" means the statewide 

194 average total funds per unweighted full time equivalent funding 

195 amount that is incorporated by reference in the General 

196 Appropriations Act , or by a subsequent special appropriations 

197 act , for the applicable state fiscal year . 

198 (3) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY. Beginning with the 2018 2019 

199 school year, contingent upon available funds, and on a first 

200 come, first served basis, A student enrolled in a Florida public 

201 school in kindergarten through grade 12 is eligible for the 

202 educational options described in subsection (4) a scholarship 

203 under this prograRl if the student reported an incident in 

204 accordance with that subsection -f-6+. For purposes of this 

205 section, the term "incident" means battery; harassment; hazing; 

206 bullying; kidnapping; physical attack; robbery; sexual offenses, 

207 harassment, assault, or battery; threat or intimidation; or 

208 fighting at school, as defined by the department in accordance 

209 with s. 1006. 09 (6). 

210 (4) PROGRAM PROHIBITIONS. Payment of a scholarship to a 

211 student enrolled in a private school may not be made if a 

212 student is: 
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(a) Enrolled in a public school , including , but not 

limited to , the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind ; the 

College Preparatory Boarding Academy ; a developmental rcs6arch 

school authorized under s. 1002 . 32 ; or a charter school 

authorized under s . 1002 . 33 , s . 1002 . 331 , ors . 1002 . 332 ; 

(b) Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of 

providing educational services to youth in the Department 0£ 

Juvenile Justice commitment programs ; 

(c) Participating in a virtual school , correspondence 

222 school , or distance learning program that receives state funding 

223 pursuant to the student's participation unless the participation 

224 is limited to no more than two courses per school year ; or 

225 (d) Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant 

226 to this chapter . 

227 (5) TERM OF HOPB SCHOLARSHIP . For purposes of continuity 

228 of educational choice , a Hope scholarship shall remain in force 

22 9 until the student returns to public school or graduates frma 

230 high scho-ol , whichever occurs first . A scholarship student who 

231 enrolls in a public school or public school program is 

232 considered to have returned to a public school for the purpose 

233 of determining the end of the scholarship ' s term . 

234 .J..!l-f-6-t SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.-

235 +a+ Upon receipt of a report of an incident, the school 

236 principal, or his or her designee, shall provide a copy of the 

237 report to the parent and investigate the incident to determine 
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if the incident must be reported as required bys. 1006.09(6). 

Within 24 hours after receipt of the report, the principal or 

his or her designee shall provide a copy of the report to the 

parent of the alleged offender and to the superintendent. Upon 

conclusion of the investigation or within 15 days after the 

incident was reported, whichever occurs first, the school 

district shall notify the parent of the program~ a-R-Ei- offer the 

parent an opportunity to enroll his or her student in another 

public school that has capacity, and notify the parent of their 

eligibility -er to apply for request and receive a scholarship to 

attend an eligible private school under ss. 1002.394 and 

1002.395 , subject to available funding . A parent who chooses to 

enrol l his or her student in a public school located outside the 

district in which the student resides pursuant to s . 1002 . 31 

shall be eligible for a scholarship to transport the student as 

provided in paragraph (1 1) (b) . 

(b) For each student participating in the program in an 

eligible private school who chooses to participate in the 

statewide assessments under s . 1008 . 22 or the Florida Alternate 

Assessment , the school district in which the student resides 

must notify the student and his or her parent about the 

locations and times to take all statewide assessments . 

(7) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY A~~D OBLIGATIONS . An 

eligible private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and 

shall: 
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(a) Gofflply with all requireffients for private schools 

participating in state school choice scholarship prograffis 

pursuant to this section ands . 1002 . 421 . 

(b)l . Annually administer or make provision for students 

participating in the program in grades 3 through 10 to take one 

of the nationally norm referenced tests identified by the 

department or the statewide assessments pursuant to s . 1008 . 22 . 

Students with disabilities for whom standardized testing is not 

appropriate are enempt from this requirement . A participating 

private school shall report a student's scores to his or her 

parent. 

2 . Administer the statewide assessments pursuant to s . 

1008.22 if a private school chooses to offer the statewide 

assessfftents . A participating private school may choose to offer 

and administer the statewide assessments to all students who 

attend the private school in grades 3 through 10 and must submit 

a request in writing to the department by March 1 of each year 

in order to administer the statewide assessments in the 

subsequent school year . 

If a private school £ails to meet the requirements of this 

subsection ors . 1002 . 421 , the commissioner may deterffiine that 

the private school is ineligible to participate in the program . 

( 8) DEPARTMENT OF EDUG.7\TION OBLIGATIONS . The department 

shall: 
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(a) Cross check the list of participating scholarship 

2 8 9 students with the public school enrollment lists to a·.<oid 

290 duplication and , when the Florida Education Finance Program is 

291 recalculated , adjust the amount of state funds allocated to 

292 school districts through the Florida Education Finance Program 

293 based upon the results of the cross check .. 

294 (b) Maintain a list of nationally norm referenced tests 

295 identified for purposes of satisfying the testing requireFRent in 

296 paragraph (9) (f). The tests must meet industry standards of 

297 quality in accordance with State Board of Education rule . 

298 (c) Require quarterly reports by an eligible nonprofit 

299 scholarship funding organization rcgardin-g the number of 

300 students participating in the program, the private schools in 

301 which the students arc enrolled, and other information deemed 

302 necessary by the department . 

303 (d) Contract with an independent entity to provide an 

304 annual evaluation of the program by: 

305 1. Reviewing the school bullying prevention cduca.tion 

306 progrillfl , climate , and code of student conduct of each public 

307 school frem which 10 or more students transferred to another 

308 public school or private school using the Hope scholarship to 

309 determine areas in the school or school district procedures 

310 involving reporting , investigating , and cofAHl.unicating a parent ' s 

311 and student ' s rights that are in need of improvement . At a 

312 minim.1:llft , the review must include : 
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313 a . An assessment of the investigation time and quality of 

314 the response of the school and the school district. 

315 b. An assessment of the effectiveness of communication 

316 procedures with the students involved in an incident, the 

317 students ' parents , and the school and school district personnel . 

318 

319 

320 

321 

322 

323 

324 

325 

326 

327 

328 

329 

330 

331 

332 

333 

334 

335 

336 

337 

c . An analysis of school incident and discipline data . 

d. The challenges and obstacles relating to implementing 

recof!lffiendations from the review . 

2 . Reviewing the school bullying prevention education 

prograffl, clim.ate , and code of student conduct of each public 

school to which a student transferred if the student was from a 

school identified in subparagraph 1 . in order to identify best 

practices and make reco:mmendations to a public school at which 

the incidents occurred. 

3 . Reviewing the performance of participating students 

enrolled in a pri¥ate school in which at least 51 percent of the 

total enrolled students in the prior school year participated in 

the program and in which there arc at least 10 participating 

students who have scores for tests administered . 

4. Surveying the parents of participating students to 

determine academic , safety, and school climate satisfaction and 

to identify any challenges to or obstacles in addressing the 

incident or relating to the use of the scholarship . 

( 9) PARENT AND STUDE?1T RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGR.'\H 

PARTICIPATim;i. ,r.,,_ parent who app.lies for a Hope scholarship is 
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338 exercising his or her parental option to place his or her 

339 student in an eligible private school. 

340 (a) The parent must select an eligible private school and 

341 apply for the admission of his or her student . 

342 (b) The parent must inform the student ' s school district 

343 when the parent \,ithdraws his or her student to attend an 

344 eligible private school. 

345 (c) Any student participating in the program must remain 

34 6 in attendance throughout the school year unless e}wused by the 

347 schoo l for illness or other good cause . 

348 (d) Bach parent and each student has an obligation to the 

34 9 private school to comply with such school ' s published policies. 

350 (e) Upon reasonable notice to the clepartment and the 

351 school district, the parent may remove the student from the 

352 private school and place the student in a public school in 

353 accordance with this section. 

354 (fl The parent must ensure that the student participating 

355 in the program takes the norm referenced assessment offered by 

356 the private school . The parent may also choose to have the 

357 student participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to s . 

358 1008 . 22 . If the parent requests that the student ta lee the 

359 statewide assessments pursuant to s . 1008. 22 and the private 

360 school has not chosen to offer and administer the statewide 

361 assessments , the parent is responsible for transporting the 
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student to the assessment site designated by the school 

district. 

(g) Upon receipt of a scholarship warrant, the parent to 

365 whom the warrant is made must restrictively endorse the warrant 

366 to the private school for deposit into the account of such 

367 school . If payment is made by funds transfer in accordance with 

368 paragraph (11) (d) , the parent must approve each payment before 

369 the scholarship funds may be deposited . The parent may not 

370 designate any entity or individual associated with the 

371 participating private school as the parent ' s attorney in fact to 

372 endorse a scholarship warrant or approve a funds transfer. A 

3 7 3 parent who fails to comply with this paragraph forfeits the 

374 scholarship. 

375 (10) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING 

37 6 ORGANIZATIONS . ...7',n eligible nonprofit scholarship funding 

377 organization may establish scholarships for eligible students 

378 by+ 

379 (a) Receiving applications and determining student 

380 eligibility in accordance with the requirements of this section . 

381 (b) Notifying parents of their receipt of a scholarship on 

382 a first come , first served basis, based upon available funds. 

383 (c) Establishing a date by which the parent of a 

384 participating student must confirm continuing participation in 

385 the program . 
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(d) Awarding scholarship funds to eligible students , 

giving priority to renewing students from the previous :tear. 

(e) Preparing and submitting quarterly reports to the 

department pursuant to paragraph (8) (c) . In addition , an 

eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization fflust submit 

in a timely manner any information requested by the department 

relating to the program. 

(f) Notifying the depart=m:Cnt of any violation of this 

section. 

( 11) FmmING AND PAYME~n . 

(a) For students initially eligible in the 2019 2020 

397 school year or thereafter , the calculated amount for a student 

398 to attend an eligible private school shall be calculated in 

399 accordance with s . 1002 . 394 (12) (a) . 

400 (b) The maMimum amount awarded to a student enrolled in a 

401 public school located outside of the district in which the 

402 student resides shall be $750 . 

403 (c) When a student enters the program, the eligible 

404 nonprofit scholarship funding organization must receive all 

405 documentation required for the student's participation, 

406 including a copy of the report of the incident received pursuant 

407 to subsection (6) and the private school ' s and student's fee 

408 schedules . The initial payment shall be made after verification 

409 of admission acceptance , and subsequent payments shall be made 
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410 upon verification of continued enrollment and attendance at the 

411 private school. 

412 (d) Pay:H1ent of the scholarship by the eligible nonprofit 

413 scholarship funding organization may be by individual ,;arrant 

414 made payable to the student ' s parent or by funds transfer , 

415 including , but not limited to, debit cards , electronic pay:H1ent 

416 cards , or any other means of payment that the department deems 

41 7 to be commercially •vTiable or cost effective . If payment is made 

418 by warrant , the warrant must be delivered by the eligible 

419 nonprofit scholarship funding organization to the private school 

420 of the parent ' s choice, and the parent shall restrictively 

421 endorse the .~arrant to the private school. If payments are Titade 

422 by funds transfer , the parent must approve each pay:H1ent before 

423 the scholarship funds may be deposited. The parent may not 

424 designate any entity or individual associated with the 

425 participating private school as the parent's attorney in fact to 

426 endorse a scholarship warrant or approve a funds transfer . 

427 (e) An eligible nonpro£it scholarship funding organization 

428 shall obtain verification from the private school of a student ' s 

429 continued attendance at the school for each period covered by a 

430 scholarship payment . 

431 (fl Payment of the scholarship shall be made by the 

432 eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization no less 

433 frequently than on a quarterly basis . 
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434 (g) An eligible nonprofit scholarship funding 

435 organization , sc1bject to the limitations of s . 1002.395(6)(1)1., 

436 may use eligible contributions received during the state fiscal 

437 year in which such contributions arc collected for 

438 administrative expenses . 

439 (h) ~1oneys received pursuant to this section do not 

440 constitute taxable income to the qualified student or his or her 

441 parent. 

442 

443 

444 

445 

446 

447 

448 

449 

450 

451 

452 

453 

454 

455 

456 

457 

458 

(i) Notwithstanding s. 1002 . 395(6) (1)2 ., no more than 5 

percent of net eligible contributions may be carried forward to 

the following state fiscal year by an eligible scholarship 

funding organization . For audit purposes , all amounts carried 

forward must be specifically identified for individual students 

by student name and by the name of the school to which the 

student is admitted, subject to the requirements of ss. 1002 . 21 

and 1002 . 22 and 20 O. S . C. s. 1232g , and the applicable rules and 

regulations issued pursuant to such requirefflents . Any amounts 

carried forward shall be eMpended for annual scholarships or 

partial year scholarships in the following state fiscal year . 

Net eligible contributions remaining on June 30 of each year 

\1hich arc in excess of the 5 percent that may be carried forward 

shall be transferred to other eligible nonprofit scholarship 

funding organizations participating in the Hope Scholarship 

Program to provide scholarships for eligible students . All 

transferred funds must be deposited by each eligible nonprofit 
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scholarship funding organization receiving such funds into the 

scholarship account of eligible students . All transferred 

amounts received by an eligible nonprofit scholarship funding 

organization must be 5cparately disclosed in the annual 

financial audit requirement under s . 1002. 395 ( 6) (o) . If no other 

eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization participates 

in the Hope Scholarship Program, net eligible contributions in 

excess of the 5 percent may be used to fund scholarships for 

students eligible under s . 1002.395 only after fully elfhausting 

all contributions made in support of scholarships under that 

section in accordance with the priority established ins . 

1002 . 395(6) (f) before awarding any initial scholarships . 

( 12) OBLIGATIG~JS OF THE A0DITOR GENERZ',L. 

(a) The Auditor General shall conduct an annual 

operational audit of accounts and records of each organization 

that participates in the program. As part of this audit , the 

Auditor General shall verify , at a ffiiniIBum , the total number of 

students served and transmit that information to the department . 

The Auditor General shall provide the coff\ffiissioner ·,vith a copy 

of each annual operational audit performed pursuant to this 

paragraph ~,ithin 10 days after the audit is finalized . 

(b) The Auditor General shall notify the department of any 

organization that fails to comply with a request for 

information . 

(13) SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING TAX CREDITS. 
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(a) A tale credit is available under s . 212 . 1832(1) for use 

485 by a person that makes an eligible contribution . Eligible 

486 contributions shall be used to fund scholarships under this 

487 section and may be used to fund scholarships under s . 1002 . 395. 

488 Each eligible contribution is limited to a single payment of 

489 $105 per motor vehicle purchased at the time of purchase of a 

490 motor vehicle or a single payment of $105 per motor vehicle 

491 purchased at the time of registration of a motor vehicle that 

4 92 vas not purchased from a dealer , eJcccpt that a contribution may 

493 not e1{cced the state taic imposed under chapter 212 that would 

494 otherwise be coliectcd from the purchaser by a dealer , 

495 designated agent, or private tag agent . Payments of 

496 contributions shall be made to a dealer at the time of purchase 

497 of a motor vehicle or to a designated agent or private tag agent 

498 at the time of registration of a motor vehicle that was not 

4 99 purchased from a dealer . A.-. eligible contribution shall be 

500 accompanied by a contribution election form provided by the 

501 Department of Revenue . The form shall include , at a minimum, the 

502 following brief description of the Hope Scholarship Program and 

503 the Florida Ta1c Credit Scholarship Program : " THE HOPE 

504 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRZ' .. M PROVIDES A POBLIG SCHOOL STUDENT WHO WAS 

505 SUBJECTED TO A.N INCIDENT OF VIOLENCE OR BULLYHIG AT SCHOOL THE 

506 OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP TO ATTEND AN ELIGIBLE 

507 PRIVATE SCHOOL RATHER THAN REMAIN IN AN UNSAFE SCHOOL 

508 ENVIRONM.E~JT . THE FLORIDA TAX CREDIT SG!-IOL!'.RSHIP PROGRAM PROVIDES 
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A LOW INCOME STUDENT THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY roR A SCHOLARSHIP 

TO ATTSND AN ELIGIBLE PRIVATE SCHOOL. " The form shall also 

include, at a minimum, a section allo.,ing the consumer to 

designate , from all participating scholarship funding 

organi2ations , which organi2ation will receive his or her 

donation. For purposes of this subsection , the term "purchase" 

does not include the lease or rental of a motor vehicle . 

(b) A dealer , designated agent , or private tag agent 

shall: 

1. Provide the purchaser the contribution election £arm, 

as provided by the Department of Revenue , at the time of 

purchase of a motor vehicle or at the time of registration of a 

motor vehicle that was not purchased from a dealer. 

2 . Collect eligible contributions. 

3 . Using a form provided by the Department of Revenue , 

which shall include the dealer's or agent's federal employer 

identification number, remit to an organi2ation no later than 

the date the return filed pursuant to s. 212 . 11 is due the total 

amount of contributions made to that organi2ation and collected 

during the preceding reporting period. Using the same form, the 

dealer or agent shall also report this information to the 

Department of Revenue no later than the date the return filed 

pursuant to s . 212 . 11 is due . 
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4 . Report to the Departffient of Revenue on each return 

filed pursuant to s . 212 . 11 the total amount of credits granted 

under s . 212 . 1832 for the preceding reporting period . 

(c) An organization shall report to the Department of 

Revenue , on or before the 20th day of each month , the total 

amount of contributions received pursuant to paragraph (b) in 

the preceding calendar month on a form provided by the 

Department of Revenue. Such report shall include: 

1 . The federal employer identification nillflber of each 

designated agent , private tag agent , or dealer who remitted 

contributions to the organization during that reporting period . 

2 . The amount of contributions received from each 

designated agent , private tag agent , or dealer during that 

reporting period . 

(d) A person who , with tbe intent to unlawfully deprive or 

defraud the program of its moneys or the use or benefit thereof , 

fails to remit a contribution collected under this section is 

guilty 0£ theft , punishable as follmrn: 

1. If the total amount stolen is less than $300 , the 

offense is a misdemeanor of the second degree , punishable as 

provided ins . 775 .082 ors . 775 . 083 . Upon a second conviction , 

the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor 0£ the first degree, 

punishable as provided ins. 775.082 ors. 775 . 083. Upon a third 

or subsequent conviction , the offender is guilty of a felony of 
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556 the third degree , punishable as provided ins . 775 . 082 , s . 

557 775 . 083 , ors . 775 . 084. 

558 2. If the total amount stolen is $300 or more , but less 

559 than $20 , 000 , the offens e is a felony of the third degree , 

560 punishable as provided ins . 775 . 082 , s . 775 . 083 , ors. 775 . 084 . 

561 3 . If the total amount stolen is $20 , 000 or more , but less 

562 than $100 , 000 , the offense is a felony of the second degree, 

563 punishable as provided ins . 775 . 082 , s . 775.083 , ors . 775 . 084 . 

564 4. If the total amount stolen is $100 , 000 or lR-Ore , the 

565 offense is a felony of the first degree , punishable as provided 

566 ins . 775 . 082 , s . 775 . 083 , ors . 775 . 084 . 

567 (e) A person convicted of an offense under paragraph (d) 

568 shall be ordered by the sentencing judge to make restitution to 

5 6 9 the organization in the afftount that was stolen frofft the program . 

570 (f) Upon a finding that a dealer failed to remit a 

571 contribution under subparagraph (b)3. for which the dealer 

572 claimed a credit pursuant to s . 212 . 1832(2) , the Department of 

573 Revenue shall notify the affected organizations of the dealer 's 

574 name , address , federal employer identification number , and 

575 information related to differences between credits taken by the 

576 dealer pursuant to s . 212 . 1832(2) and amounts remitted to the 

577 eligible nonprofit scholarship funding organization under 

578 subparagraph (b)3. 

579 (g) An1• dealer , designated agent , private tag agent , or 

580 organization that fails to timely submit reports to the 
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Department of Revenue as required in paragraphs (b) and (c) is 

subject to a penalty of $1 , 000 for every month , or part thereof , 

the report is not provided , up to a manimum amount of $10 , 000 . 

Such penalty shall be collected by the Department of Revenue and 

shall be transferred into the General Revenue Fund. Such penalty 

must be settled or compromised i£ it is dcterffi.ined by the 

Department of Revenue that the noncompliance is due to 

reasonable cause and not due to \:illful negligence , willful 

neglect, or fraud . 

(14) LIABILITY . The state is not liable for the award of 

or any use of awarded funds under this section . 

(15) 8COP:8 OF AUTHORITY . This section does not eupand the 

regulatory authority of this state , its officers , or any school 

district to impose additional regulation on participating 

private schools beyond those reasonably necessary to enforce 

requirements eupressly set forth in this section . 

ill-B-6+ RULES.-The State Board of Education shall adopt 

rules to administer this section , eMccpt the Department of 

Revenue shall adopt rules to ad.minister subsection (13) . 

DIRECTORY AMENDMENT 

Remove lines 1232-1233 and insert: 

204451 - hl403-line 1875.docx 

Published On: 1/22/2024 6:34:45 PM 

Page 25 of 26 



604 

605 

606 

607 

608 

609 

610 

611 

612 

613 

614 

615 

616 

Amendment No. 2 

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT 

Bill No. CS/HB 1403 (2024) 

(b) of subsection (10), paragraphs (c), (f), and (h) of 

subsection (11), and subsection (15) of section 1002.395, 

Florida Statutes, are 

T I T L E A M E N D M E N T 

Remove lines 71-73 and insert: 

payment and disbursement of funds; authorizing a 

charitable organization to apply at any time to 

participate in the program as a scholarship-funding 

organization; amending s. 1002.40, F.S.; revising 

requirements for the Hope Scholarship Program; 

amending s. 1002.421, F.S.; revising 
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